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I} ¥ SENATE, 

Tuurs) yay, May 3, 1838. 

A message Was received from the Presicient of 
the United States. ; 
The VICE PR! “SIDENT communicated to the 
Senate a letter fr om the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting the rep ort of the Second Auditor, in ac- 
corlance with ‘the act of the 6th May, 1822, 
regulating tragle and intercourse with the several! 
Indian tribes: laid on the table, and ordered to be 

prin.ted. . 

Mi. SOUTHARD presented a memorial from 
certain citizens of New Jersey, praying that the 
Chero.kee treaty may not be enforced: laid on the 
table. 

Mr. SWIFT presented a memorial, signed by 
men and women, praying that the Cherokee treaty 
may not be enforced: laid on the table, and ordered 
to be prin ted. 

Mr. LIATN presented memorials in relation to 
the improve ‘ment of agriculture, science, and the 
mechanic art $: ordered to be printed, and referred 
to the Commi ‘tee on Agriculture. , 

Mr. SPENC. E presented the petition of Daniel 
Job, praying a p ension: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pul)- 
lic Lands, reported a joint resolution in behalf of 
Vespasian Ellis; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

On motion of Mr. MO\tRIS, it was ordered that 
when the Senate adjourn it adjourn to Monday; 
and then, 

On motion of Mr. BEN'L'ON, 

The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIV gs, 
Monpay, May 7, 1838. 

The SPEAKER, on leave, laid before the House 
the following Executive communication gs, yjz: 

1. From the acting Secretary of Wa r, covering 
a report from the Commanding Ger jeral of the 
Army, accompanied by a repor’< of Major 
Belknap, respecting the removal of ¢ bstructions in 
the Sabine river. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, laid. on the table. 

2. From the Secretary of the T yeasury, covering 
a report of the progress made in jssuing patents for 
lands in the State of Louisiana, in the examina- 
tions of certificates to purchase rs, &c. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, |aid on the table. 

Petitions and memorials w ere, on leave, present- 
ed by Messrs. C. H. WI’LLIAMS, ALLEN of 
Vermont, JOHNSON of Maryland, MILLER, 
CUSHMAN, and STO) E. 

(Mr. Srone presented the petition of Major 
James Cain and 78 othtsrs, citizens of Bledsoe and 
Marion counties, prayimg for the extension of a 
mail route from Dallas, in Hamilton county, Ten- 
nessee, to Spring Piace, Georgia, and asking the 
Post Office Department to place on said route a four 
horse post coach, to run from MeMinnville, Ten- 
nessee, via Dallas, to Spring Place, Georgia, three 
times a week: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. Also, the petition of 
Capt. Benjamin B. Cannon and 40 others, citizens 
of Hamilton county, Tennessee, praying for the 
establishment of a mail route from Dallas, in Ha- 
milton county, ‘Tennessee, to Spring Place, in 
Georgia, and tor the mail to be conveyed in stages 
three times a week upon said route, to leave the 
main western route at McMinnville, Warren coun- 
ty, Tennessee, and run to Spring Place, Georgia: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads.} 

(Mr. Mutter presented the petition of Jesse 
Nave and others, praying Congress to establish a 
mail route from Carrollton, in Carroll county, Mis- 
souri, by Utica, in Livingston county, Naye’s 
store, to Thompson’s settlement, in the territory 
attached to Livingston county, in said State: refer- 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. } 

Oa motion of Mr. MILLER, 
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Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office || 


and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Hunts- 
ville, in Randolph county, Missouri, by Johnson 
Wright's, to Macon Court House, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

Resolved, That the Cemmittee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the ex pe- 
diency of establishing a pension agency at 
McMinnville, in the State of Tennessee, for the 
counties of Franklin, Warren, Coffee, De Kalb, 
White, Overton, and Fentriss. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Blount 
Springs, by way of Blountville, Ashville, crossing 
Coosa river, at Green’s Ferry, to Alexandria, in 
Alabama. 

CONTRACTS WITH RAILROADS. 

Mr. GRAY, on leave, submitted the following 
resolntion: 


Resolved, That a select committee, consisting of | 


five persons, be appointed to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing permanent contracts to 
be made with different railroad companies, or such 
of them as may be willing to make permanent 
contracts, for the transportation of the raail, public 
property and troops of the United States, from the 
seat of Government to Lake Erie and Lake Ontario, 
upon the same terms, and upon such restrictions as 
may be prescribed by law. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to strike out ‘a select com- 
mittee, &c,” and insert the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads;” which was agreed to. 

Mr. M’KAY moved further to amend the reso- 
lution, by striking therefrom, all after the words 
“United States,” so as to leave the matter open 
generally for contracts with all railroad compa- 
nles. 

Mr. GRAY accepted this amendment, and so 
modified, the resolution was agreed to. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. HAYNES asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing, but Mr. YELL objected to it. 

Whereas, each of the States of this Union has a 
right to participate in the public lands, the common 
fund for their use and benefit according to their use 
and benefit, according to their respective propor- 
tions in the general charge and expenditure; 

Resolved, That, as the public lands constitute a 
revenue fund subject to the said principle of distri- 
bution, and, as taxes are Jevied upon the people 
and not upon the States as such, that any distribu- 
tion which may be madeof those lands, should be 
made among the citizens of the several States and 
Territories of the Union, according to the principle 
by which direct taxes are regulated by the Constitu- 
tion; and that a select committee be appointed, with 
instructions to report a bill making an apportion- 
ment of all the public lands of the United States 
among the citizens of the several States and Terri- 
tories, according to the ratio by which direct taxes 
are apportioned among them. 

The CHAIR announced the unfinished business, 
being the consideration of the report of the Select 
Committee on the death of Mr. Cittey; when 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose and said he hoped 
the House would consent to-day, agreeably to the 
understanding on Thursday last, te go on with the 
public business, which the House, and every mem- 
ber of it, must be aware was very important and of 
pressing urgency. 

Mr. ADAMS objected. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved a suspension 
of the rule for the purpose of submitting the fol- 
lowing order: 

Resolved, That the rules be suspended for the 
purpose of considering bills referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MENEFEE ingqnired if it was in order to 
assign reasons against this motion. 

The CHAIR replied that, under the rules, the 
motion was not debatable. 


GLOBE. 
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Mr. GRAVES protested against the unfinished 
business, in which he 
aside. 


Mr.-HUNTER, of Ohio, asked for the yeas and 


nays, which were ordered, and were yeas 112, 
nays 57, 

YEAS— Messrs. John W. Allen, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruy 
Cambreleng, Johu Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Cheathar 
Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Crag, Crary, Crockett, Cush 
man, Deberry, De Graff, Dunean, Dunn, Edwards, Farrington, 
Isaac Fletcher, Foster Fry, Gallup, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, 
Hammond, Hamer, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, He 
Hopkins, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Ingham, J. Jacksor 
J. Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kileere, Kline: 
smith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Marvi: 
Samson Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert MeClellan, Abrahatn 
McClellan, McClure, Miller, Morgan, Muriay, Noble, Owe 
Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, 
Pheips, Pratt, Prentiss, Randolph, Rhett, Rives, Sawye: 
Sheffer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, 
Snyder, Spencer, Steuart, Stone, Strauon, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Underwood, Vail, 
Vanderveer, Webster, Weeks, Albert 8. White, Elisha Whit 
tlesey. Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Christo 
pher H. Williams, and Yell—112 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Biddle, 
Borden, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Wm. B 
Campbell, Chambers, Childs, Coffin, Corwin, Curtis, Cushing 
Davee, Davies, Dennis, Everett, Fairfield, Richard Fletcher 
Fillmore, Goode, William Graham, Hail!, Harlan, Harper 
Hastings, Heary, Jenifer, William Cost Johnson, Lincoin, M 
Kennan, Menefee, Mercer, Mathias Morris, Caivary Mort 
Naylor, Nove 3, Ogle. Patterson, Peck, Potts, Rariden, Ree 
Rencher, Ridgway, Rumsey, Russell, Sibley, Slade, South 
gate, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, John White, and Lewis 
W uliams — 57 





was aflected, being laid 





So the Honse refused to suspend the rules, two- 
thirds net voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then asked leave to sub- 
mitthe following: 

Resolved, That the rules ef the House be sus- 
pended for the purpose of considering the Treasury 
Note bill. 

Objection being made, Mr. C. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule to enable him to offer the above, 
and said that, in the present condition of the Trea- 
sury of the country, he felt compelled to ask for the 
yeas and nays, which he did, and they were ordered, 
and were yeas 102, nays 77. 

ca 

¥ EAS— Messrs, J. W. Allen, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty. Beirne, 
sicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, Cambre 
lene, John Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Clark, Cleveland 
Coles, Connor,Craig, Crary, Cushman, Deberry,DeGraff, Drom 
goole, Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, Farrington, Foster, Fry, 
Gallup, Grantiaed, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond 
Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
William LL. Hunter, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Joseph Johnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, King, Kilgore, Klingensmith, 
Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Martin, McKay, Ro 


| bert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, Miller, Moor: 


Morgan, Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter 
Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Prentiss, Rhett, 
Rives, Sawyer, Sheffer, Charles Shepard, Snyder, Spencei 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, 
Turney, Vail, Vandervcer, Webster, Weeka, A. 8, White, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, and 
Archibald Yelil—!02. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Alien. Bell, 
Biddie, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, William 
B. Campbell, William B. Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, 


' Childs, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing 


Darlington. Dawson. Davies, Dennis, Duna, Everett, Richard 
Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Goode, William Graham, 
Hall, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, J 
nifer, William Cost Johnson, Lincoln, Marvio, Sampson Ma 
son, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Mathias Morris, Calvary 
Mortis, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patierson, Peck, Pope, Potts, 
Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Rumsey, Russel, 
Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanley, Stone, Stratton 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, John White, 
Lewis Williams, Sherred Williams, and Christopher H. Wil 
uams—/ 


So the House again refused to suspend, two- 

thirds not voting in the affirmative. 
DUELLING REPORT. 

Mr. SAWYER then rose and said that he shuuld 
make a motion which would put gentlemen to the 
test whether they would do that directly which they 
sought to do indirectly; and it was to lay the whole 
subject on the table. 

The condition, said Mr. 8. in which the House 
was involved, had only served to bring the convic- 
tion upon his mind of the utter folly of proceeding 
with the subject any further. What mighty result 
was to te accomplished? What great principle 
was to be established? Where was it to terminate? 


These were considerations that should, he thouch’, 
address themselves to every member there, for as it 
was progressing, the subject was as boundless a 
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space. He implored gentlemen, therefore, to pause, 
and reflect upon what an extraordinary spectacle 
they were presenting to the eyes of the American 
nauon. The whole country was laboring under 
deep excitement, and the public mind was abso- 
lutely sick in the anxious expectation that this body 
would do something for its relief; and they had now 
been in session upwards of five months, without 
making any progress or advancing one step in at- 
fording the relief asked. And here was the House 
engaged in an idle pursuit, in a wild crusade, after 
the lost rights of the members. He would say that 
this whole proceeding, from beginning to end, was 
irregular; and he admonished gentlemen that, if 
they persisted in pursuing this matter, he should 
fee! compelled to introduce a resolution directing 
the select committee to report a recision of the 
orizinal resolution. 

Mr. S. concluded by expressing his sincere thanks 
to the distinguished gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{[Mr. Avams,] for the noble and dignified stand he 
had taken on this.ocecasion. That gentleman had 
shown himself not only the advocate of members 
on that floor, but the advocate of popular rights 
generally. Mr. 8S. said he proposed, in a spirit of 
frankness, in a spirit Of peace, and for the purpose 
of expelling from that hall the demon of discord, 
to lay the whole subject on the table; and, on that 
motion, he asked for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. 

Mr. GRANTLAND hoped the gentleman would 
not press that motion; and as he wished an oppor- 
tunity of statng his reasons against it, he begged 
to be allowed to do so. 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman that the 
motion was not debatable. 

Mr. RUMSEY inquired if, should the subject be 
laid on the table, it would require two thirds to 
call it up? 

The CHAIR said that, as it was a privileged 
question, a bare majority would be sufficient, when 
it was reached. 

Mr. GRANTLAND inguired if the motion to 
print could be coupled with that to lay on the table? 

The CHAIK replied in the negative. 

The question was then taken, and the House re- 
fused to lay the subject on the table—yeas 43, 
nays 131. 

The subject was then announced from the Chair. 

The question was on the motion of Mr. Toucey, 
under the direction of the committee, to print the 
report and testimony, with the substitute of Mr. 
Apams, to recommit with certain instructions, to 
report the facts, “without comments or arguments;” 
to which Mr. Loomis moved the following amend- 
ment: “fexceptas to the question of a breach of pri- 
vilege;” and Mr. Reep the following to the amend- 
ment: “and if a member prove to be involved, they 
shall not proceed against him, but shall make a 
special report of that fact to the Huuse.” 

Mr. RARIDAN said the resolution, with in- 
structions, as then pending, would place the sub- 
ject before the committee in its original situation. 
He would not take the ground that the committee 
was not authorized to make an investigation. He 
had been opposed to the argument, but in making 
an investigation, and coming to a conclusion, he 
thought they were correct, and ought to intimate to 
the House the course which they thought ought to be 
pursued, But whether there was a breach of pri- 
vilege, OF not, was a question of law, under the 
rules of the House; and he cou!d not see what 
course could have been pursued by the committee, 
except to take the testimony, and form a conclu- 
sion. He thought the intention of the House was 
to instruct the committee to inquire; and having 
inquired, and having come to a conclusion upon the 
question of a breach of privilege, were they to keep 
that conclusion in their own breasts? The committee 
could not cause a member to be arrested and put 
upon trial, but they were instructed to inquire into 
all the facts connected with the death of Mr. 
Cittey. The evidence was prcperly taken and was 
properly before the House. He hoped the House 
would take the evidence, and let all the rest pass 
as a work of supererogation. He had formed con- 
clusions in his own mind, which he had laid before 
the House in writing, with the hope that it wonld 

be printed and go before the country. However 








much he wished to have the subject disposed of, he 
did not wish that the House should avoid the re- 
sponsibility and throw it on the committee. 

Mr. R. then offered a resolution, which he de- 
sired to have read for information, and said when 
it should be in order he would submit it to the 
House, as follows: 

Whereas, itis manifest from the evidence taken 
by the select committee charged, &c. that the Hon. 
W. J.Graves, the Hon, Henry A. Wise, the Hon. 
Ricnarp Menerer, the Hon. Georce W. Jones, 
the Hon. Jesse A. Bynum, and the Hon. ALexan- 
pER Duncan, members of this House, were con- 
nected by their acts, advice, and conduct, with the 
duel which terminated in the death of the Hon. 
JonaTuan Citiey, and that they were therein guilty 
of invading and violating the privileges of this 
House: 

Therefore, resolved, That the journal kept by, 
and the evidence taken before, said select com- 
miitee be printed, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, with instructions to report a bill 
defining the privileges of Congress, and for the 
punishment of the violations thereof, and also to 
report a plan for the trial of the above named mem- 
bers, or such of them as in the opinion of said 
committee are, fer their conduct above referred to, 
liable to punishment by this Honse. 

The CIIAIR said this proposition was not in 


| order till the pending motions were disposed of. 


| sisted that the papers should be printed. 


Mr. REED was anxious that the subject should 
be brought to a conclusion, but in the proper way, 
and for this reason he had submitted his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. GRANTLAND was indifferent about what 
instructions were given to the committee, but he in- 
It had 
been alleged that the testimony was not fairly taken; 
this he pronounced to be false, let it come from 
whatever quarter it might, and he urged the printing 
of the whole subject, so that the public might be able 
to judge. He denied that there was any political 
feeling in the committee, for their proceedings were 
conducted with extraordinary unanimity, and he 
only few differences that existed were mere shades. 
Mr. G. called upon all who Knew him to testify 
whether he was one likely to be operated upon by 
such influences as had been stated. 

Mr. DAWSON bore testimony to the fact ad- 
verted to by his colleague. 

Mr. RIVES said he would make a motion 
which, he hoped, would be acceptable to ail par- 
ues of the House, and especially so to the genile- 
men impiicated. Ne moved to postpone it till the 
first day of June, and asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. WILLIAMS ef Kentucky inquired if this 
monuon required a vote of twoethirds? 

The CHAIR replied in the negative; but the mo- 
tion took precedence of the mouon to recommit. 

Mr. MENEFES opposed the motion, because, 
he said, it was an indirect motion to get rid of it 
entirely, and against such a disposition he entered 
his solemn protest. Moreover, to print such a pa- 
per, and postpone its consideration, would be a 
manifest injustice to the parties implicated, who 
were now ready for trial, and anxiously awaiting 
it, as it would keep a sentence of condemnation 
impending over their heads. 

Mr. RIVES said he was as arxious as the gen- 
tleman for bringing this subject to a correct and 
speedy conclusion, but the votes of this morning 
showed they could not do so. 

Mr. BYNUM adverted to the announcement 
made in Mr. Raripen’s proposition, as changing 
his determination to have no participation in this 
debate; but, since 11 was announced that he and 
others not before named were to be tried, he must 
be allowed to express his opposition to the proposed 
postponement, while a charge affecting his honor 
and his eharacter was circulating all over the 
country. Mr. B. was then proceeding to urge the 
publication of the testimony, and to give his rea- 
sons why it should not be suppressed, in justice to 
himself, the committee, the House, and the coun- 
try; but the Craik ruled out the discussion, as not 
in order on a mere motion to postpone to a future 
day. 

Mr. RIVES then interposed, and said that he 


——$_$—__ Lye 
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had made the motion, in the hope that it would 
meet the general assent of the House, and be taken 
to-day; finding that not to be the case, and the gen. 
tleman from North Carolini\ expressing a wish to 
reply to the gentleman fron. Indiana, [Mr. Rar- 
DEN,} he Mr. Rives, would withdraw his motion. 
He again repeated the hope th.at the question would 
be disposed of to-day. 

Mr. R. having withdrawn tle motion, the ques- 
tion recurred as first stated above. 

Mr. BYNUM stated that he had no particular 
objection to the resolution pending’, nor had he any 
to thatof the gentleman from Indiana, and should 
most cheerfully vote for it, but he could not he} 
Saying that it was altogether a novel proceeding, 
for he had had no notice given him, no Op!por- 
tunity of furnishing testimony, &c. The ge‘atle- 
man from Massachusetts had asserted that this. was 
a party question, and, so faras one side was; con- 
cerned, this movement showed that it wasso. Mr. 
B. then defended the course of the committee, and 
pronounced the allegation that they had made one- 
sided report to be both a foul and false one. 

As to recommitting, he could not see what was 
to be gained by it; for after the committee brought 
in their second report, the subject would be in the 
same situation before the House, that it was at this 
time. He was willing now to meet any charge, 
and he wanted all the facts to be known to the 
House, and to go forth to the country, and 
let him be judged oy his constituents, by those 
to whom, next to that House, he was re- 
sponsible. Besides, let the House carry 
through what they had begun, and not be intimida- 
ted or deterred by gasconades and threats, or by the 
apprehension of any consequences that might grow 
out of it. Asto the objections urged against the 
proceedings of the committee, on the ground of 
want of technicality, they were ridiculous, mere 
spider-web and wire-drawn distinctions about 
mere obsolete forms, devoid of all substance or me- 
teriality. Then let the House meet the question, 
without shuddering or seeking to evade the respon- 
sibility, or, if they suffered themselves to be alarm- 
ed by threats or bullying, let them teil the country 
so, and let others of more firmness be sent in their 
places. He hoped, then, that some decision would 
soon be arrived at, and that if he was to be tried, 
they would try him speedily. 

Mr. THOMPSON adverted to the vast amount 
of public business pending in the Heuse, and ex- 
pressed his regret that any charge should be sus- 
pended over any members of the House without a 
hope of correct final action. He thought the 
House ought to share in the responsibility of the 
committee; and, theugh it was known that mem- 
bers were involved, yet it did not appear legally 
by the record; and he thought it ought not to be 
taken by implication, as a precedent pregnant with 
evil. He wished the report might go back to the 
committee with instructions to report the evidence 
already taken, and their journal, as soon as may 
be; and he read a resolution, which he said he 
should move, when in order, to that effect. Mr. 
T. made some remarks touching the merits of 
the case, which the Speaker ruled to be out of 
order. He wished the evidence might go to the 
world, that a correct judgment might be formed. 

The question then recurred upon the amendment 
offered by Mr. REED to the amendment of Mr. 
LOOMIS, which, being taken by yeas and nays, 
was decided in the negative; yeas 79, nays 82. 

Mr. DAWSON then moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table, except the evidence and jour- 
nal, and that they be printed. 

Mr. D. supported his motion by some remarks, 
tending to show that a recommitment would only 
produce a great consumption of time, because there 
were six gentlemen then presented before the 
House, who would each demand a trial, and those 
trials would require all the time that would be 
consumed in the session, to the postponement of 
the public business, and withont ending, as nine- 
tenths of the House believed, in any definite action, 
or in any beneficial result. 

He urged that nothing more could be effected 
than by a trial of the members for a violation, di- 
rectly or indirectly, of the laws of God and man, 
t9 produce an impression upon the public mind, 
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and to aid the fanaticism which is new abroad in || r he was prepared to meet the question; and not Farrington. Riee Garland, Grantland, Gray, Grittio, Hammond, 
} . } e Wh 3 se e” ackesor ' 
the country. only so, but he was willing, Hawes, Haws Hayne livisev, Ja Jackson, Lew 


in his case, thatevery [| | 
technicality, rule of order, constitutional privilege 
and every other obsiacie, 
He entreated the Honse to go int 


mis, Martin, McKay, Robert MeCltailaa, A. McCle 
Miller. Mooye, Murray, Noble, Owens, Pernvbacker, Petri 
t nt ‘ . Rives, Bawver, 
et a Augustine H. Shepperd, Chartes Shepard, Sinelds, Snyder, 
ine lnvestiga- s ewart, Stone, Tavior, T a, Ti 
ion, and spread the whoie testimony 1, Vail, Weeks, Albert S. White, 7 nas T 
world; for he was ready Jared W. Willioms, Joseph b. Willan 
r Willams, and Yeli—73 

peepn NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Hen 
their Allen, Anderson, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, 2 


He thought enough would be done | 
by prinung the evidence and journal, and leaving 
the public to judge. Ii the majonty report was to 
be printed, the members ought to be allowed to re- 
ply tous allegations on that oor, The minority 
reports he did not think furnished a snifficient an- | 
swer. The course he proposed, he thought, would | 
enable the public to jedge with impartiality and 


, 


7 
should be discevarded. k 


encer, 3 rney, Under 
Whittlesey, 
, Christopher H 


before the v 
and anxicus that the 
should pass judgment upon him. He 


an Allen, John W 
| dreaded no such tribunal, but would abice 


. Bown, Borden, 


truth, and would take the embarrassing subject out | we, William 1B Calhoun, John, Cal oon, We B Camp 

¢ ‘ at; = Ta “heatham, Childs, Ceffin, Cranston urtia, 
of the House, so that it could proceed with public Cobiae Budinaae, Dhaaa: Washes, Eveees, Valekaal 
business. He was willing to have the constitu- and testimony, he could notsee it. What was to Richard Fletcher, Filmore, Fry, Goode, James Gra 


ents of the members implicated to read them a 
moral lesson at the vallot-box. 
Mr. BRIGGS called for a division of the 


| | rey . ‘ean avian e . 

| result from it? Wasany new evidence sought? No, |) 2 Witham Graham, Haley, Hall, Harlan, Harper, Has 
question. 

' 


», Henry, Hoffman, Holt, Hopkins, Hubley, Wm. H. Hun- 
ter, Joseph Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W Jones, Keim, Kennedy, Kilgore, Kiingensmith, Leal: 
beiter, Lincoln, Logan, Marvin, Sameon Mason, May, McClure, 
McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Morgan. Calvary Morris, Nay- 
Peck. Pope, 


technicality. It was absurd to contend a. Seiad ae ae eer ea on aero! 
, de, Southgate, Stanley alicferro, illine hast, 


a = L- — a 
American Congress was shackled with the old |) Titus) Toland, Toucey, Viowerveer, Webster, John White, EB 
forms of the British parliament; for, in shaking off |; Whittlesey, Lewis Wiliaves, and Sherrod Williams—% 


Was an issue to be made with other parties? If 
so, those parties (himself and Mr. Bynum) were 
prepared to meet it; and he pledged himself to ap- 
peal to no obsolete forms, or forgotten rules of lor, Noyes, Ozle, Parker, Parmenter, Patterson 
that the || Potts, Pratt, Rarid 


The question being put on that part of the mo- 
tion to lay on the table— 

Mr. GRANT demanded the yeas and nays, | 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were, yeas 
56, nays 103. 

YEAS—Messrs. Bel!, Biddle, John Caihoon, Cambreieng, 
William B. Campbell, Josn Campbell, Carter, Chapman, 
Cheatham, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, Corwin, Crockett, Daw- 
son, Deberry, DeGraff, Dennis, Dunn, Griffin, Harlan, Hawes, 
Hotfian, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, W. Cost Johnson, Kennedy, 
Loomis, Lyon, Martin, May, McKay, Murray, Owens, Paiiner, 
Pennybacker, Pope, Rencher, Rumsey, Sawyer, A. H. Shep- 
herd, U. Shepard, Shields, Southgate, Stanly, Stuart, Stone, 
Taliaferro, Ti 
White, C. H. Williams, and Yell—t6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, 
Birdsall, Briggs, Bronson, Casey, Childs, Coffin, Connor, Cran- 
ston, Curtis, Cushman, Darlington, Davies, Duncan, Edwards, 
Everett, Farringten, Fairfield, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, 
Fry, Goode, W. Graham, Grant, Haley, Hammond, Harper, 
Hastings, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Holsey, Ilolt, ubley, W. 
H. Hunter, Ingham, J. Johnsen, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, 
Kilgore, Leadbetter, Lincoln, Logan, Marvin, Samson Mason, 
Robert McClellan, Abraham MeCieilan, McClure, McKennan, 
Mercer, Moore, Mergan, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Nay 


. Strattor 


| 

' 

' 

| a 

verdict. Briges, 

| : ‘ ‘ bell, Carter 
As to the necessity of recommitting the report 

| 

{ 


the trammels of that power,they were surely net im- 
peratively bound by the technical rules under which 
that power was exercised. But supposing the 
question of privilege was binding in ordinary 
cases, did not the resolution of the House, adopted 
by an overwhelming majority, overrule it?) The 
faet about which the committee were directed to 
inquire was notorious, and that members of the 
House were involved in it was equally so; and in 
the knowledge of that fact the House ordered the Mr. SIBLEY said that when he offered his 
investigation, and the committee would have been || amendment, he had not intended to occupy the ime 
negligent of their duty if they had not goneon. As |! of the House. No one was less inclined te ob- 
to the printing, he urged it in justice to all the par- trude his individual opinions upon the House, nor 
ties concerned, and as due to the American people, || was any one more inclined to dispose of the un- 
who, whatever might be said to the contrary, were pleasant subject before the House, speedily and 
capable of forming a calm and dispassionate judg- |} quietly. He had not expected that the amend- 


So the House refused to lay the subject on the 
table. 

Mr. SIBLEY then obtained the floor, but several 
voices calling out “adjourn,” adjourn,” he gave 
way to 

Mr. FILLMORE, who moved an adjournment 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 56, nays 13, 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


Toucey, Turney, Vail, Webster, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Sherrod Williams, and Jared W. Williams—103, 

So the House refused to lay the subject on the 
table. 
The question then recurred upon the amendment 
offered by Mr. LOOMIS, to add to the instru¢tions 
the words, ‘‘except as to a breach of privilege,” re- 

ferring to the limitation of the committee’s report. 
Mr. BRIGGS observed that the committee had 
been instructed to report upon the breach of privi- 
jege, and had done so in full. He thought the 
committee had fallen into an error, by overlooking 
the rule, referred to so often, in the Manual, but 
they had been led into that error by the oversight 
of the House; and he was in favor of supporting 
the committee in their action. He referred to the | 


lor, Noble, Ogle, Parker, Parmenter, Patterson, Paynter, Peck, ment. He had no fears on that subject. i ment would have called up the gentlemen 

ee ee ee coe neem eet Mr. THOMAS said he would make a motion, || from Nerth Carolina, [Mr. Bynum,} and 

Reed, Ridgway, Rives, Russell, Sheffer, Sibley, Slade, Snyder. > . is ne 1 | ; roll , 

Spencer, Stratton, Taylor, Thomas, Tillinghast, Titus, Toland, the effect of which would be to promote the action {| from Ohio [Mr. Duncan.] It was not in- 
i 


of the public business, and he also wanted to get a 
direct vote on the motion to print. 
had come to no direct vote. 


tended to apply to them any mere than to any 
others who aided, assisted, or abetted in the unfor- 
tunate affair whieh caused the discussion now oc 
cupying the House. But any remarks having a 
personal character he would not notice upon that 
floor. He came uot as the champion or opponent of 
any individuals; but in offering the amendment, in 
calling forthe names ofall the persons implicated, he 
was carrying out the wishes of his constituents, 
The people knew no distinction in the criminality of 
those concerned; they were educated in the prin- 
lion to print was incident to that to lay on the table. ciples of the common law, which knew no acces- 

Mr. REED called for a division of the question. sories in an affair of this kind. He wanted 

Mr. SIBLEY asked the gentleman from Mary- || the memorials and petitions to be reported 
land to withdraw the motion, to afford him an op- upon; and he thought the fact thatthe 
portunity to reply to the gentlemen from North Ca- chairman of the committee wished to have the me- 


At present they 
He should submit a | 
motion susceptible of being divided into two dis- 
tinct propositions; Ist. To lay the whole subject on || 
the table; and 2d. To print the reports of the ma- 
jority and minority and all the accompanying docu- | 
ments, and he moved accordingly. 1 
Mr. SIBLEY inquired if the motion to print was | 
in order pending his amendment. 
The CHAIR stated that it was, because the mo- 
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remark, that there was a desire to suppress the 
evidence; and said he knew of no one who had such 
a desire. 
the publication of the evidence, but to the report 
which had been made upon it. He wouldat any 
moment have voted for the printing of the evidence 
and journal, but he wished the facts to go forth to 
the country unconnected with the reports and argu- 
ments. 

Mr. SIBLEY then moved an amendment to 
the amendment of Mr. Loomis, by adding the 
words: ‘“tand on that subject, that they report the 
names of every member, who aided, assisted or 
abetied in the duel, which resulted in the death of 
Mr. Cittey, and report as soon as possible.” 

Mr. BYNUM thanked the gentleman from New 
York for that proposition to amend. He was ready 
to meet any investigation, and should not shrink 
behind any constitutional objections or technicali- 
ties. His conduct had been fair and open, and he 
shrunk from no responsibility. He went on to 
comment with severity upon the party aspect, and 
the indirect movements, which had been brought 
to bear upon the subject from the first, and de- 
manded a full and fair investigation, and that the 
whole truth might be brought before the world. 

Mr. DUNCAN was glad to see the proposition 
now under consideration, for it was what he antici- 
pated; and he would have been pleased if the gen- 
tleman from New York had, ins:ead of an indirect 
allusion, adverted by name to Jesse A. Bynum of 
North Carolina, and ALExanpek Duncan of Ohio. 
At first they were tied down to rules; but now the 
whole subject was opened, and he was glad of it, 


No one, as far as he knew, objected to | 


hompson, Towns, Underwood, A. 8. White, J. 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The CHAIR. 
Mr. BYNUM. 
the negative? 


It will not. 


ing failed, the incidental one wil! fall with it. 
the printing. 


ia his province to give an opinion on. 


yeas 73, nays 95. 
YEAS—Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Bicknell, 


Mr. DUNCAN inquired if the motion to lay on 
the table was in order, it having been once tried 


The CHAIR ruled that it was, as other business 


Mr. BYNUM inquired whether, if the motion 
to lay on the table prevailed, the motion to print 


How then, sir, if decided in 
The CHAIR. Then the original motion hay- 


Mr. BYNUM. Then, sir, I understand that a 
vote in the negative is a vote virtually to suppress 


The CHAIR said that was a question not with- 


The question was then taken on the first branch 
of Mr. THOMAS’S proposition, viz: to lay on 
the table; and it was decided in the negative— 


Brodhead, 
Bynum, Cambreleng, Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Cieveland, 
Ciowney, Coles, Connor, Corwin, Craig, Crary, Cushman, 
Dawson, Deberry, DeGraff, Dennis, Duncan, Dunn, Edwardes, 


rolina and Ohio. | 
Mr. THOMAS said he would cheerfully comply 
with the gentlemaa’s request, so far as the gentleman 
was concerned; but if he did so other gentlemen 
would also desire to speak, and the objecthe had in 


view would be defeated. 

Mr. REED asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. HARLAN moved a cal! of the House: lost. 
to-day. 
had intervened. 
would not be cut off? 


morials recommitted, proved that he did not think 
he had reported upon them, and he inferred that 
there was no intention to report upon them. The 
memorials prayed for the expulsion of every mem- 
ber engaged in the duel, and he wished a report 
upon the whole matter. 

Mr. TOUCEY explained that he voied for an 
amendment to the instructions for the purpose of 
defeating them, and he should finally vote against 
the recommitment. 

Mr. SIBLEY went on to argue in favor of a 
full report, in conformity to the prayer of the 
petitions; and repelled the intimation that he 
had any desire to suppress the evidence in the 
case, or that any act of his conld be construed 
to imply such a desire; and he condemned the re- 
port of the majority as a one-sided argument, con- 
trary to his sense of justice. He condemned it as 
an argument made by judges, which was brought 
to bear upon the accused by every distortion of 
testimony, which would subject any judge of a 
court of justice to impeachment. He referred to 
the allusions frequently made to public opinion, 
and contended that the people would demand a just 
judgment, according to the forms of the law, which 
they would not allow to be bioken through, that 
vengeance might reach a victim. He was prepared 
to march up to the question directly; and he hoped 
his amendment would prevail, that the whole 
merits of the subject might come fully before the 
House. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD obtained the floor, but, at 
the suggestion of several members, moved 
adjourn, 
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Mr. PETRIKIN de omandad the 


which were ordered, when 


Mr. UNDERWOOD withdrew 
expressed his willingness 
the House: 


adjourn. 


but 


his 


gave to another 


way 


motion, 


Lo proceed in addres 


yeas and na} 


” 


and 


lng 


motion to 


Mr. PETRIKIN again demanded the yeas and 
nays; which being ordered were taken, and result- 
ed—yeas ®2, nays 75. 

VY EAR — Mewes Adama, Andrey B B | ; 
Bynum, Woallmm 8. Call i dal { 0 Willa L 
pbell, John Cs jp Cat ( i t ‘ 

Chit Cotl Corwin, Cy ‘ ( . Da wrlon, 
aun. Davies, Dunn. Ki 7 chit I K Garla 
Gioo le, William Graham, H Har, rl Ha *, Hen 
ry, Hof 1, Jabez J j r, Joweph Jo's W. 
Johneon, John W. J } mith, J Marvin, Ma 
VMeKeonan, Mer Mercer, Morgan, Na Neves, Pat 

, Peck, Ph Pope, Pout Rariden, Ra h, Ree 
Rencl r, Ridgway, Rumsey, R A ne EH. shepper 
{ ifiea Shepar _ ella, & v, we south Sit v 
“tra , Tahaterro, Thorny , Tilhngl +) eae Potend, 
| erwood, Webster, J. White. Elisha Witte Lewis Wi! 
i Shercod Wi unl J ph i. Willia 

NAVS-Messia. A . a iw Allen, J W. A 
Andereon, Athes Beatty, Bieks Boon, Br lL b 

Cam len Casey, Chapman, Clark, Cleveland. Clow 

‘ (ys n ly e Deis I) ie, Dy it 
tiadiw Varen 1, Fairtield, Fo a mp, Gray, Grif 
i y Harmmooad, Dar Warlar ify HMawki 
i . Hoy kins. TIubley, Will nH. Hunter lt 1 N | 

hk 1K re. | Lew ] MeKav. A 

Mele McClure, Milter, M Murray. Noble, ¢ 
I’ er, Par er, Paynter, P t Petrik Pra 
Prontias, Rives, Sawyer, Sheter, Sa r, = Steuuw 
Vaylor, Thomas, Toucey, Tut Vail, Vand r, J 
\V Wi " and Vel a0 

So the Llouse adjourned 

IN SENATE, 
Monnay, May 7, 1838 

The VICE PR ESIDE NT communicated to th 

nate a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury 
} ine a condensed statement of the condition ¢ 
the State banks used as public depositorie iecord 
me to the latest returns, which was sent in obe- 


ence loare 


commumeation 


oluts 


mot the Senate ol | 


was referred to the ¢ 


ou Finance and ordered to be printed. 
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referred to the Committee 


erecting a = 
on Public Land 

4 GRUNI DY presented a petition of Samuel 
H. Burton, asking to be released from a certain 


mail contract, entered into by him with the United 
States: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Posi Koad 


Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from Ebene- 
er Watson, praying the passage of a Jaw to secure 
to hum the exclusive right to certain Inventions to 
terfeiting and altering bank notes: re- 
ferred to >Committee on Patents. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Commitiee on Indian 
Affairs, to which had been referred the letter from 
retary War, asking the passage ofa 
in relation toa survey of the lands for 


ul 
prev ntl coun 


vif 


tne & 


Ol 


‘ ‘ ' i 
Cal baw tall 


ans into small parcels, made an unfave pale 
report on the same, which was ordered to be 
prit ec 
On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, 
Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judieiary 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing further pi law, to prevent the for- 
recy of Treasu ;, and other public securities. 


} . 
iON, DY 


ry note 


The bill to increase the salary of the Commis- 
ver of the General Land Office, was taken up as 

in Committee of the Whole 
ir. BUCHANAN inguired what was the sala- 





{ this oflicer? and was answered by Mr. Cray 
labama that it was 93000. 

. B. said he should like to know why the sala- 

this particular officer should be increased. 

; part, he was opposed to increasing any sa- 

larie the present condition of the Treasury, un- 

less it couid be shown that great injustice was done 

the officer. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the object of the 

comrnittee in reporting this bill was to give to the 

Comm a salary commensurate with the 


one] 
\ 
{ 


amount ol ia 


kor he has to perform, and the inielli- 


gence neccessary for the discharge of the duties 
which devolve on him; and, in doing so, they had 
reference to the duties devolving on other officers 


at the seat of Government, heads of Departments, 
as well as clerks. He thought that if the Senator 


from Pennsylvania had taken into consideration 
the duties performed by the other officers of the 
Gover nt here, together with the degree of intel- 
ligeuce necessary for their performance, and com- 


are l them with the 


se of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, he would agree that, so faras 
labor, talents, and legal skill, were concerned, this 
ofiicer deserved a better salary than that now given 
him. In order to qualify themselves for correct 
action on this subject, the committee had turned 


their attention to the amount of duties required of 
the several heads of bureaus at the seat of Govern- 


ment, aud the qualifications necessary to fill those 
offices, and they found that they were compara- 
tively better paid than the officer whose salary 
ihey proposed to increase. The First Comptroller 
and Solicitor of the Treasury received $3500 each, 
and it could not be said that the value of their 
ervi was equal to that of the services of the 
Commissioner. Their duties were not so arduous, 


juire 
‘he Com 


ounts, and 


and did not rec 
anc ‘I 
the ac 


such talents for their pe rform- 
trojler has only the supervision of 
!, with the exception of the laws re- 
revenue, has no legal questions before 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office 


lating to the 


him; butt) 


must not only be an accountant but a lawyer—in 
fact, a judge of all the various questions arising 

of our jand laws that are daily presented be- 
fore him. His office requires as much legal learn- 


ing as is requisite in our courts of law. He exer- 


cises asupervisory power, not only over the differ- 
ent clerks in his office, but he must also understand 
the principles of law, in order to prepare the differ- 
ent reports, relating to his department, that are 
submitted to Congress. He must also decide com- 
plicated questions, arising not only under acts of 
Congress, bat invelving principles of the laws of 
the country from which we have derived many of 
the rules which govern the transfer and titles of 
real ectate It was under these considerations, and 
witha tull view of the duties of the other officers 
Government, requiring less labor and less 

in their performance, and to put the Com- 
inissioner ou the same fooung with them, that the 

. 





ee 
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committee have thonght proper to report this bill. 
They believed that a less amount than the salary 
provided in the bill would not be adequate to the 
services performed by this officer; amd that the 
salary ought to be of such amount that, in the 
event of the death or resignation of the present 
incumbent, they might command the services of a 
lawyer of the first eminence. Mr. C. took this 
Oppo — to remark, that it was not at the sug- 
gesuon of the Commissioner, or of any person for 
him, or inded with his knowledge, that this bill 
was reported. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had no doubt of the merits 
and qualifications of the present Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, and from the little inter- 
course he had had with him in regard to the duties 
of his office, he believed he performed them with 
ability and fidelity. But that was not the ques- 
tion. The question was whether in the present 
condition of the Treasury, they must borrow a thou- 
sand dollars to add to the salary of this offieer, and 
set an example which must be followed in regard 
to the Auditors of the Treasury, the Second Comp 
troller, and other officers of the Government. Now 
the other day inthe Senate, they had the greatest 
difficulty to get the salaries of the Commissioners 
to hear and examine claims against the Govern- 
ment as high as the Commissioner now receives, 
though their duties would be more important than 
his. Besides, there a Solicitor of the General 
Land Office to give his advice on ali legal questions 
that are presented in it. Mr. B. said that if he was 
to give his vote to increase the salaries of any offi- 
cers of the Government, it would be in favor of the 
two Assistant Postmasters Genera], whose salaries 
were only $2,500 each, and whose duties were ex- 
ceedingly arduousand imporiant. He would not, 
in the present state of the Treasury, when the Go- 
vernment would have to borrow money, give his 
consent to increasing any salaries, unless a case 
could Se shown where great injustice was done to an 
officer, by the inadequacy of hiscompensation. Mr. 
B. would not say any more on this subject, but in 
order to test the question, he would ask for ihe 
yeas and nays on the question of engrossing the 
bill. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama rejoined that the duties 
of the office required a much higher order of ta- 
lent than a mere Auditor of Accounts. There 
were hundreds and thousands of acres of the pub- 
lic domain submitted to the decision of this offi- 
cer, who he [Mr. C.] had understood, from com- 
pe tent authority, had to devote a portion of the 

night, as well as the day, to the duties of his of- 


IS 


fice. Mr. C. could notagree that, because there 
was no money in the Treasury, that a mere act 


of justice should not be done te» a faithful and com- 
petent officer. He felt convinced that the con- 
templated increase was due to the office, to se- 
cure competent talent when it might be necessary 
to fill it hereafier. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that he wanted the prin- 
ciple decided now, because if it should be decided 
to raise any salaries, he would move to increase 
those of the two Assistant Postmasiers General. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, said that, as the Senate 
was then thin, and he wished a full vote on the 
question, he would move to lay the bill onthe table. 

This motion was lost without a division. 

The question was then taken on engrossing the 
bill for a third reading, and it was decided in the 
negative—yeas 6, nays 29, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ciay of Alabama, Fulton, Mou- 
ton, Robinson, Sevier, and Young—6. 

NAYS—Messts. Allen, Buchanan, Calhoun, 

Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, Grundy, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Morris, ‘Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, Pren- 
tics, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Smith of 
Connecticut, Southard, Spence, Swift, Trotter, 
Wall, Webster, White, Williams and Wright—29. 

The bil! to authorize the erection of a hospital in 
the City of Washington, was taken up; and, 

After an explanation by Mr. ROANE, 

Mr. NILES moved to amend the bill so as to 
confine its benefits to lunatics, seamen, and soldiers; 
which, after a short diseussian, was agreed to- 

eas 22, nays 18, as fellows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
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King, Linn, Lyon, Meuton, Niles, Rives, Robin- 
son, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Connec ticut, Trotter, 
Wall, White and Wright—22. 

NAYS—Mfessrs. Clayton, Crittenden, 

Knight, Lunapkin, Merr ick, Morris, Nic tang 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, 8 Southard, | Spence, 
Swift, Webster, Williams and Y oung—I8. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama oifered an amendment, 
which, as modified at the suggestion of Mr. 
ROANE, limited the appropriation to $30,600, 
with a proviso that the moncy shall only be drawn 
from the Trea:sury as wanted. 

This amendinent was agreed to; and the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the previous orders 
were postponed, and the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of the bill to authorize the sale of cer- 
tain bonds belonging to the United States. 

Mr. WEBSTER said, if there was that strong 
necessity which the Senator had represented, he 
would not oppose, at least would offer no strenuous 
opposition to the bill. It was not, however, such 
a measure as he would have recommended. He 
thought it would have been wiser and better to 
meet the necessity of the case by a resort to a direct 
loan, or the issue of Treasury notes. If the Senate 

could originate no other measure in relation to the 
Treasury, he submitted whether it was wise to 
press on this, because no other offered itself. 

Mr. W. extended his remaris on the subject to 
some length, expressing a doubt whether the bonds 
could be sold at par, and, if sold, what security 
there was that they would be paid in the constitu- 
tional currency of the country. He thought it as 
well to leave the responsibility where it now exists 
—in the House of Representatives. 

Mr. WRIGHT could not perceive any occasion 
for taking up the time of the Senate on this bill; it 
went very far to explain itself, and he would, there- 
fore, merely state the action of his own mind on 
the subject. From all the information he had re- 
ceived, the credit of this institution was high, not 
only in the money markets of this country, but in 
those of Europe; and as the condition of the Trea- 
sury required that they should raise money for the 
service of the Government, which mast be done 
either by the issue of Treasury notes or by a loan, 
the committee thought that the'sale of these bonds 
would supersede either of these two operations, to 
the amount that they sold for. Having found that 
money was cheap in Europe, they supposed that 
these bonds would furnish desirable investments at 
their par value. Mr. W. after stating the amount 
of the interest that had accumulated on these bonds, 
and the sum expected to be realized by their sale, 
said that he saw nothing in the objections of the 
Senator from Massachusetts, {Mr. Wessrer, ] 
unless that these bonds might not be payable 
im a currency equivalent to specie when due. 
{f such was the fact, it must grow out of the sub- 
sequent legislation of Congress, for there was no- 
thing at present to warrant the inference. He could 
not agree to any other disposition of the bill than 
that the Senate should pass its judgment upon it at 
this time. Ifthe majority of the body should think 
ihat the committee were mistaken in the views 
which induced them to report it, let them say so. 
But his opinion was that it would be wise to make 
the attempt, and if these bonds should fail to bring 
in the market the sum the bill required for them, 
the Treasury would be no worse off than it now 
was. The selling these bonds might save the using 
the credit of the Government to the amount they 

may sell for; and if not sold, the Government would 
lose nothing by making the aitempt. 

Mr. WEBSTER made a brief reply, to the effect 
that ifthere was not at least a reasonable prospect 
of the measure succeeding, that it would be better 
not to try it. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that the first objection 
of the Senator from Massachusetts was one that 
must exist with, and be disposed of by, the pur- 
chaser. If he be not satisfied that he will receive 
payment in a currency which will make the pur- 
chase a good operation, he will not buy. As to the 
other objection, he supposed Congress would take 


the necessary measures to provide for the wants of 


the Government as heretofore. They’ will either 
authorize the issuing of a certain amount of Trea- 
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sury notes, or provide for a loan, and tl 
bonds should sel], it would sSUperse le the ene af 
Treasury notes to that amount. So a 1 lav 
pas es authorizing a loan, the amount 
may sell for will supersede part of the loar 

After some further remarks from Mr. WEB- 
| STER, 

The bill was erdered to be engrossed for a 
reading, without a division. 

The bill to increase the salaries of certain « 
trict judges of the United States was taken up, the 
question being on the amendment of Mr. Swiru ot 
Indiana to increase the salary of the district judg: 
of Indiana. 

Mr. PRENTISS moved to amend thé amend- 
ment by increasing the salary of the judge for the 
district of Vermont. 

Mr. SEVIER moved that the bill be indefinitely 
postponed; which motion was agreed to—-yeas 26, 
nays 12, as follows: 

YRAS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Crittenden, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubt yard, Knight, Lumpkin, 
Merrick, Morris, Mouton, Niles, Pierce, Prenti 
Preston, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Southard, Spence, Swift, Webster, White, 
Williams, and Young—6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Clay of Alabama, 
Clayton, Grundy, King, Linn, Lyon, Nicholas 

Rives, Roane, Wall, and Wright—12. 

The bill to revoke the charters of such of the 
banks of the District of Columbia as shall not 
resume specie payments within a certain time, was 
taken up as the order of the day. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to lay the bill on the ta 
ble, on the ground that the charters of these ban! 
would expire within a very short time. 

This motion was agreed to. 

The bill to continue the corporate existence 
the banks of the District of Columbia was taken up 
as the next order; but, without any action being 
had on it, 

The Senate went into the consideration of Exe 
cutive business, and, after spending a short tim 
therein, 

Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENT. ATIVES 
Turspay, May 8, 1833. 

DEATH OF THE HON. JOAB LAWLER. 

Immediately after the reading of the Journal 
Mr. LYON of Alabama, rose and addressed the 
House as follows: 

Mr. Sreaner: I have the melancholy duty to 
perform of announcing to this House the death of 
one of its members. 

My friend and colleague, the Hfon. Joan 
LAWLER, expired this morn! ug at his lodgings in 
this city, after a brief and painful illness, which h 
bore with unusual fortitude and resignation. 

Less than a week ago, and he was present in his 
place in this hall, in the performance of his part 


in the laborious duties assigned by the people to 
their representatives. He was yet in the prime otf 
life, and has been cut off in the midst 

fulness. 

By his death, his immediate constituents and his 
State have lost an attentive, intelligent, and faith- 
ful en his family have been deprived 
of a husband and father; and society has lost a 
member, whose conduct, in every relation of lift 
was worthy of all imitation. 

The deceased enjoyed the confidence and esteem 
of those who knew him well, to an extent which 
nothing but a course of life the most exemplary, 
and acharacter the most irreproachable, could have 
secured. 

In his State he had filled several offices of much 
permet and under the General Government he 
held for several years a trust of great responsibility. 
In all his official conduct in the various public sta- 
tions held by him, he acquired a h'gh character for 
integrity and capacity, ‘which no act of his lite 
forfeited or impaired. 

[iis conduct asa member of this House has 
been in character with his whole life. While he 
was firm and unwavering inthe discharge of what 
he considered his duty asa Representative, he 
was mild and unobtrusive in his deportment, and 
respectful towards his associates. He had lived 


ef his use- 
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the life of a Christian, and died without apprehen 
on as to the future. 


Teo testify our regret fer his loss, and respect foi 
his } 


us memory, L meve the ad puon of the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved,, That the members and oilicers of th 
ITouse will attend the funeral of Joasn Lawter, 
leceased, late a member of this House from the 


1e¢ 
of Alabama, to-morrow, at 12 o’clock me- 


e 
State 


a 
ridian, 

Reso/ved, That a committee be appointed to take 
order for superintending the funeral of Joaz Law- 
LER, d ‘ceased 

Resolved, That the members and oflicers of th 
House will testily their respect for the memory « 
Joas Law .er, by wearing crape on their left arn 
ior thirty day >. 

Resolved, That when this Llouse adjo 
t will adjourn to meet to-morrov 
meridian. 


UPhS t “(a 
Vv, al 12 o'eloek 
Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate 
nouly that body of the death of Joan Law irr, late 
. representative from the State of Alabama, anid 
that his funeral will take place to-morrow, at 12 
o'clock, from the Hall of the House of Represen 

tatlives. 


The several resolutions were unanimously ag ree 


to by the Elouse; and then 
The House adjourned. 
IN SENATE, 
Tvurspay, May &, 1838. 
A message was received from the House 
Representatives, 


4 
by Mr. Franke, their clerk, an 
noeuncing the death of the honorable Joan Lawur 

a member ofthat House from the State of Alabama, 
and that his funeral wonld take place at 12 
to-morrow from their Hall. 

Mr. KING then rose and addressed the Se 
as follows: 

Mr. Prestpent: Another of the members of thi 
Congress has passed from time to eternity. Thi 
unexpected event is well calculated to produce the 
mo t serious reflections “Be ve alsi 

hould be impressed upon every heart 
Joan Lav LER, a Representative from 
Alabama, breathed his fast at hi 


o'clock 


bate 


ohietl 
T he Hon. 
the State « 
boarding-house 
n this city, about 9 o’cloelk ths morning. II 

sickness was of short daration; bata life devoted 
to piety and virtue enabled him to; look with eal: 

and Christian resignation on the dread change that 
awaited him. 

Mr. Lawter was of humble origin. He was 
destitute of the advantages of a tiberal education; 
but a vigorous tntellect, combined with sterling i 
tegrity, +f recommended him to the favoral 
notice of his 


le 
Hlow-citizens, and they placed him in 
the aan re of his State. lor years he conti 
nued to discharge his eluties in that 
manner so creditable to himself, so satisfactory 
those he represented, that they demanded his ser- 
vices in a more exalted station. He yielded to 
their wishes, and twice has he been chosen to repre- 
sent their interests in the Congress of the Uni ted 
States. Mr. President, his mortal career has closed. 
His country has lost the services of one of het 
most Virtuous citizens; his bereaved wile an affec- 
tionate husband; and his orphan children the fos- 
tering care and protection of an indulgent father. 
To that desolate, heart-stricken family, [ would 
say, “mourn not as one without hope.” on 
husband—the father—was a Christian. He died, 
as the Christian dieth, in the full hope of a sesad 
immortality. Keep, then, before your eyes the 
purity and holiness of his life: live as he lived, 
and you may go him; to you he can never 
return. 


situauion in a 


Mr. K. then submitted the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted ; 

Resolved, That the Senate wil! attend the funeral 
of the honorable Joan Law ter, deceased, which 
will take place from the Hall of the House of 

Representatives; and, as an additional mark of 
respect for the memory of the deceased, the mem- 
bers of that body will go into the usual mourning, 
by wearing crape on the left arm for thirty days, 

On motion of Mr. KING, 

The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weonesapay, May 9, 1838. 
FUNERAL OF MR. LAWLER. 

Pursuant to order, the House assembled at 12 
o'clock, m. for the purpose of attending the funeral 
ebsequies of the Hon. Joan Lawtra, late a Re- 
presentative in Congress froin the State of Alabama. 

The following was the order of arrangements: 

The Committee of Arrangements, pall-bearers, 
and mourners, attended at the late residence of 
the deceased, at Mr. Mount’s, on Pennsylvania 
avenue, at 11 o'clock, a. m. at which time the re- 
mains were removed, in charge of the Committee 
of Arrangements, attended by the Sergeant-at-arms 
of the House of Representatives, to the Hall of the 
House. 

Shortly after 12 o’clock, meridian, funeral ser- 
vice was performed in the Hall of the House of 
Representatives, and, immediately after, the pro- 
cession moved to the place of interment in the fol- 
lowing order: 

The Chaplains of both Houses. 
Physicians who attended the deceased, 
‘ Commitice af Arrangements, viz: 
Mr. Lyon of Alabama. 
Mr. Mercer of Va. Mr. Henry of Penn. 
Mr. Harwan of Ky. Mr. Parmenterof Mass. 
Mr. Mavry of Tenn, Mr. Boon of Ind. 
Pall Bearers, viz: 
Mr. Exmore of 8S. C Mr. Conner of N.C. 
Mr. Carter of Tean Mr. Kiteors of Ohio. 
Mr. Siscey of N. Y. Mr. Brieas of Nass. 
The Family and friends of the ceceased. 
The members cf the Houve of Representatives and 
Senators fiom Alabama, as mourners. 
The Sergeant-al-arms of the House of Represen- 
talives, 
The House of Representatives, preceded by the 
Speaker and Clerk. 
The other officers of the House of Representatives. 
The Sergeant-at-arims of the Senate. 
The Senate of the United States, preceded by the 
Vice President and Secretary. 
The other ofiicers of the Senate. 
The Presiderit of the United States. 
The Heads of Departments. 
Foreign Ministers. 
Citizen and Strangers. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tavurspay, May 10, 1538. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, the Speaker was di- 
rected to notify the Governor of Alabama that a 
vacancy had occured in the representation of that 
State, by the death of the honorable Joan Law er. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
Jowing Executive communications, viz: 

1. From the Secretary of State, communicating 
the names, grades, removals, dates of appoint- 
ment, &c. of all ministers and other diplomatic 
agents of the United States to foreign countries. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, laid on the table. 

2. Frem the acting Secretary of War, a report 
from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in refe- 
rence to the payment of the annuity due to the Se- 
neca Indians for the year 1837. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, laid on the 
table. 

On leave, petitions were presé nted by Mr. HOFF- 
MAN, of New York, and Mr. BOULDIN, of Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST asked a similar leave, 
but it was objected to; and his motion to suspend 
the rules for the purpose was rejected without a 
division. 

On motion of Mr. HARLAN, the Crair was 
directed to appoint a member on the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to supply the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the decease of Mr. Lawtenr. 

CONDITION OF THE TREASURY 

The following message, in writing, was received 
from the President of the United States, by the 
hands of his private secretary, Abraham Van 
Buren, esq. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

I submut to the consideration of Congress a state- 
ment prepared by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 
by which it appears that the United States, with 
over twenty-eight millions ia deposite with the 
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States, and over fifteen millions due from indivi- 


duals and banks, are, from the situation in which 
those funds are placed, in immediate danger of being 
rendered unable to discharge, with good faith and 
promptitude, the various pecuniary obligations of 
the Government. 

The occurrence of this result has for some time 
been apprehended, and efforts made to avert it. As 
the principal difficulty arises from a prohibition in 
the present law to reissue such Treasury notes as 
might be paid in belore they fall due, and may be 
effectually obviated by giving the Treasury during 
the whole year the benefit of the full amount origi- 
nally authorized; the remedy would seem to be ob- 
vious and easy. 

The serious embarrassments likely to arise from 
a longer continuance of the present state of things, 
induces me respectfully to invite the earliest action 
of Congress to the subject which may be consistent 
to a due regard for other public interests. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

May 10, 1838. 

[The statement referred to in the above message 
will be found in the Senate proceedings. ] 

The Message and accompanying document of 
the Secretary of the Treasury having been read, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose and remarked that, 
two or three days ago, he made a motion on the 
subjeci referred to in these documents, but which faii- 
ed from its requiring a majority of two thirds. He 

honld not, at this moment, renew the motion, but 
he gave notice that he shonld do so in the course of 
the day, unless the privileged question (the duel- 
ling report) was sooner <lisposed of. 

Mr. C. then moved to refer the foregoing papers 
to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, anc that they be printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD reminded the gentleman 
from New York that he [Mr. U.] was entitled to 
the floor on the subject referred to, but he was per- 
feectly willing to forego it, in view of the necessity 
and urgency of proceeding with the despatch of 
public business. If it was the pleasure of the 
House to pustpone the subject indefinitely, he would 
make that motion as soon as the above papers 
were of disposed, but if that motion should not pre- 
vail, he shon}d go on with his remarks. 

Mr. SERGEANT presumed the papers could 
be printed by to-morrow morning, and as there had 
been but an imperfect opportanity of knowing 
their contents from the reading at the Clerk’s desk, 
he would suggest whether the gentleman from 
New York had not better postpone his motion to 
go on with the public business till to-morrow, and 
devote this day to the disposal of the other matter. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that they could 
not proceed to the public business one moment too 
soon; and as it would be debated, the sooner 
the debate was commenced the better, for 
there was little probability, though he wished 
it were otherwise, that the subject would be 
disposed of in a single day. With reference to the 
motion adverted to by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, perhaps the gentleman was not aware, that 
on a motion to postpone indefinitely, the whole 
merits were open for discussion, and therefore it 
would not bring the House to a vote sooner than 
the others. 

Mr. C’s motion to refer and print the above pa- 
pers was then agreed to. 

DUELLING REPORT. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he was fully aware of 
the nature of a motion to postpone indefinitely, 
but his object was to cet clear of the whole subject 
during the present session; and unless it could be 
done, he saw no reason why the devate should not 
go on. ; 

As the gentleman from New York, however, 
wished to test the sense of the House by renewing 
his motion, Mr. U. would give way for that pur- 
wet 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then m ved a suspension 
of the rules for the purpose of considering aud con- 
tinuing the consideration of bills referred to th 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GRAVES expressed a wish to make a few 
remarks in opposition to the motion, but 1t was not 
untler the rule; and Mr. G. then moved a call of 
the Heuse, and asked for the yeas and nays, which 





der to put an end to this interminable debate on 


een cnr esses 


were ordered; and being yeas 102, nays 75, the 
House determined that there should be a call. 

Afier proceeding for some time, on motion of 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, the call was dispensed With, 
and Mr. C. withdrew his proposition. 

The questioa on the dueliing report was then an- 
nounced by the Cuarr. 

It was, on the motion of Mr. TOUCEY, under 
the direction of the committee, to print the report 
and testimony, with the substitute of Mr. Apams, 
to recommit with certain instructions, to report the 
facts, “without comments or arguments;” to which 
Mr. LOOMIS moved the following amendment: 
“except as to the question of a breach of privilege.” 

The pending question was on the amendment of 
Mr. Sister to Mr. Loomis’s, as follows: 

‘And on that subject, that they report the names 
of every member, who aided, assisted, or abetted in 
the duel, which resulted in the death of Mr. Cit- 
LEY, and report as soon as possible.” 

Mr. UNDERWOOD was proceeding in his re- 
marks, when he was arrested by the CHAIR for 
going into a wide scope of discussion. Mr. U. 
took an appeal from the decision of the Crair, and 
argued it for some time, on the ground that the 
amendment of Mr. Siptey did open the whole sub- 
ject, and asked for the yeas and nays on the ap- 
peal, which were ordered. 

The point was discussed by Messrs. MERCER, 
and READ, when, after some conversation be- 
tween the Cuarnand Mr. U. the subject was drop- 
ped. 

Mr. U. then proceeded to argue against the 
power of the House te punish for sending a chal- 
lenge to a member to fight a duel, or tu punish a 
member for fighting a duel, since it did not violate 
the privileges of the members, as given them by the 
Constitution, and that, as against Mr. SisLey’s 
amendment, if the House could net punish the 
principals, it could not punish the aiders and abet- 
tors. Hence he contended that the best disposition 
which could be made of this subject was to post- 
pone it indefinitely. If, however, the House was 
determined to punish the one, it should go on to 
punish the others; for the man who loaded the gun 
was as guilty as he who fired it, the aiders and abet- 
ters as the principals and seconds, though Mr. U. 
was opposed to the whole proceeding. 

Mr. THOMAS, after some explanatory remarks, 
stating the object of the motion to be to postpune it 
for future action, as it could be called up by a bare 
majority, moved to lay the report and accompa- 
nying documents on the table, and print them. 
Mr. T. asked for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. 

Mr. JENIFER called for a division of the ques- 
tion on laying on the table and printing. 

Mr. GRANT moved a call of the House: lost. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 102, nays 76, as fellows: 

YEAS—-Messrs. John W. Allen, Andrews, Atherton, 
Aycrigg, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsal!, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, John Campbell, Casey, 
Chapman, Clark, Clevelan’, Ciowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Crary, Crockett, Cushman, Deberry, DeGraff, Duncan, Dunn, 
Edwards, Farrington, Foster. Fry, Gallup, James Garland. Rice 
Garlan'l, Grandand, Grant. Gray, Griffin, Haley, Halsted, Ha- 
mer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Hoisey, Holt, Moward, Wil- 
liam Hf. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter. Ingham, Thomas B. 
Jackson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Kemble, Klingen- 
smth, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Loomis, Lyon, James M. 
Mason, Martin, Maury, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham 
McClellan, McClure, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Murray, 
Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Pennybacker, 
Petrikin, Phelps, Prentiss, Rhett, Rives, Augustine H. Shep- 
nerd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Snvder, Spencer. Stuart, Stone, 
Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Turney, Underwooc, Vail, Wagener, 
Webster, Weeks, Albert S. White, Thomas T. Whittlesey, 
Jared W. Williams, and Joseph L. Williams—102. 

NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Beatty, 
Bell, Biddle, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Car. 
ter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, 
Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Dennis, Everett, Richard 
Fletcher, Fillmore, Goode, James Graham, William Graham, 
Hall, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Herod, Hopkins, Hubley, 
Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Wm. Cost Johnson, Keim, Kennedy, 
Linco!n, Logan, Marvin, Samson Mason, McKennan, Menefee, 
Mercer. Milligan, Calvary Morris, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, 
Peck, Pope, Potts, Potter, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridg- 
way, Roberison, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Sheffer, Sib- 
ley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stratton, Taliaferro, Tilling- 
hast, Vanderve r. John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Sherrod Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Yorke 


~— sO. 

So the whole subject was laid on the table; and 
the question recurring on the motion to print, 

Mr. PETRIKIN then rose and said that, in or- 
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mere incidental questions, aiid to progress with the 
business of the country, whic:h had been, in conse- 
quence, so much retarded, he: was induced to de- 
mand the previous e«uestion. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana asked the gentle- 
man to withdraw the motion, to enable him .to 
move to print the evidence and journal of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. PETRIKIN declined. 

Mr. GARLAND then moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the subject was laid en the table. 

The CHAIR ruled that the incidental motion to 
print must be first decided, as it was only a branch 
of the general motion. 


Mr. GARLAND took .an appeal from this deci- 


sion, but subsequently \vithdrew it, and also the 
motion to reconsider. 


Mr. ADAMS renewed thie motion to reconsider, 


bur Mr. A. having voted in the minority, could not 
move it. 


Mr. GARLAND thea mo ved acall of the House, 
and asked for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and were —yeas 64, nays 123. 

So the call was refused. 


The previous question on the motion to print 
was then seconded 97 to 84, a nd the main question 
was ordered. 


_ Mr. BRIGGS called for a division of the ques- 
tion on printiug the reports an d documents. 


Mr. SLADE called for a di vision on the several 
arguments in the report. 


The CHAIR could not enteri ain a motion to di- 
vide the same paper. 

The question was them taker on printing the re- 
ports of the majority aad mino rity, and decided in 
the affirmative--yeas 123, nays: 74, as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Adems, Heman Alle:i, John W. Allen, An- 
derson, Andrews, Athertor,, Beattie, Bei rne, Bicknell, Birdsall, 
Boon, Borden, Byodheati, Bronson, Bynum, Cambreleng, 
Casey, Chapman, Clark, Cleveland, Clowney, Coffin, Coles, 
Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushing. Cushmem, Darlington, Davee, 
Davies, Da Grafl, Duacan, Edwards, Farrington, Fairficid, 
KR Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Goode, Grantland, Grant, 
Gray, Griflin, Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Haw- 
kins, Haynes, Henry, Herod, Holsey, H:olt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubley, William iL. Wunter, Ingham, ‘T. B. Jackson, Joseph 
Johnson, Nathaniel Joues, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Kilgore, Klingensrnith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, 
Loomis, Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham Mc- 
Clellan, McClure, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Calva- 
ry Morris, Murray, Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Owens, Palmer, Par- 
ker, Parmenter, Pe :ynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Potts, 
Potter, Pratt, Prez jtiss, Rariden, Rencher, Rhett, Rives, Shef- 
fer, Augustine H. ‘Shepperd, Snyder, Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, 
Thomas, Tillinghi cst, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vandeveer, 
Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Jarea W. Williams, and Yell—123. 

NAYS—Mesers. Aycrige, Bell, Biddle, Bouldin, Briggs, 
John Calhoon, W. illiam B. Sanne John Campb2l, Carter, 
Chambers, Cheathiam, Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Everett, Fillmore, James 
Garland, Rice Ga rland, James Graham, Wm. Graham, Hall, 
Haleted, Harlan, I larper, Hastings, Hawes, Hoffman, R. M. T. 
Ilunter, Jenifer, F fenry Johnson, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kennedy, 
Legare, Lyon, Jar nes M. Mason, Samson Mason, Maury, Mc- 
Kennan, Menefee , Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Naylor, Patter- 
son, Peck, Pope, Randelph, Reed, Ridgway, Robertson, Rum- 
sey, Sergeant, Cbiarles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, Slade, South- 
gate, Stanley, S!.one, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Under- 
wood, Albert S. White, John White, Lewis Williams, Sherrod 
ae L.. Williams, Christopher IH. Williams, and 

Yorke—74. 


The question wasthen taken on printing the evi- 
dence and jolarnal, and decided in the affirmative 
—yeas 189, nays 4, as follows: 


YEAS—Mess rs. Adams, Alexander. Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Andersoe:, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Beatty, Beirne, 
Bell, Bicknell, Biddie, Birdsall, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, 
Brodhead, Bronson, Bynum, W. B. Calhoun, John Cathoon, 
Cambreleng, John Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chap- 
man, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Clowney, Coffin, Coles, Con- 
nor, Corwin, Craig, Crary, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cush- 
ing, Cushman, Darlington, Davee, Davies, Deberry, DeGraff, 
Dennis, Duncan, Duon. Edwards, Everett. Ewing, Farrington, 
Fairfield, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Fry, Gallup, (James 
Garland, Riee Garland, Goode, James Graham, William Gra- 
ham, Grantiand, Grant, Gray, Griftin, Haley, Hall, Halsted, 
Hammond, Harlan, Harrison, Harper, Hastings, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Kenry, Herod, Hoffman, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, 
Ingham, T. B. Jackson, J. Jackson, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, 
J. Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kennedy, 
Kilgore, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, 
Loomis, Lyon, Marvin, James M Mason, Samson Mason, 
Martin, Maury, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClel- 
jan, McClure, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Miller, 
Mormgomery, Moore, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Murray, Noble, 
Noyes, Ogle, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Patterson, 
Paynter, Peck, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Pope, Potts, 
Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, 
Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Russel], Sergeant, 
Sheffer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, 
Ribley, Slade, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, Stuart, 
Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Taylur, Thomas, Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, 
Webster, Weeks, Albert S. White, John White, Elisha Whit- 
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esey, Lewis Williams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Wil 
hams, Yel!, and Yorke—199. 


NAYS—Messrs. Hawes, Underwood, Sherrod Williams, and 
Christopher H. Williams—4. 


Mr. EVERETT, on leave, from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, reported a supplementary bill to 
provide for the organization of the Department of 
Indian Affairs, approved June, 1834. 

Mr. EVERETT also reported Senate bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of George Du 
Val, with a proposition to strike out the enacting 
clause: commiited. , 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, from the Committee on 
Manufactures, reported, without amendment, Se- 
nate bill to refund certain duties on railroad iron, 
imported by the New Yerk and Harlem railroad 
company. 

Mr. BOON said he was about to male a motion. 
During the progress of this discussion, said he, fre- 
quent appeals have been made in behalf of the 
“dear people,” and he would now make a motion 
to test the sincerity of gentlemen. He would move 
that 20,000 extra copies of the reports of the ma- 
jority and minority of the select committee, together 
with the evidence, on the duelling investigation, be 
printed for the use of the “dear people” of this 
country. 

The CHAIR remarked that the motion required 
the unanimous consent of the House. 

Mr. BOON would ask it, and expressed a hope 
that no gentleman would object. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana objected, and 
Mr. REED interposing a motion to adjourn, which 
prevailed, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Trourspay, May 10, 1838. 
CONDITION OF THE TREASURY. 

The following message, in writing, was received 
from the President of the United States, by the 
hands of his private secretary, Apranam Van 
Buren, Esq. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

I submit to the consideration of Congress a state- 
ment prepared by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
by which it appears that the United States, with 
over twenty-eight millions in deposite with the 
States, and over fifteen millions due from indivi- 
duals and banks, are, from the situation in which 
these funds are piaced, in immediate danger of be- 
ing rendered unable to discharge, with good faith 
and promptitude, the various pecuniary obligations 
of the Government. 

The occurrence of this result has for some time 
been apprehended, and efforts made toavertit. As 
the principal difficulty arises from a prohibition in 
the present law to reissue such Treasury notes as 
might be paid in before they fall due, and may be 
effectually obviated by giving the Treasury, daring 
the whole year, the benefit of the full amount origi- 
nally authorized, the remedy would seem to be ob- 
vious and easy. 

The serious embarrassments likely to arise from 
a longer continuance of the present state of things, 
induces me respectfully to invite the earliest action 
of Congress to the subject which may be consistent 
to a due regard for other public interests. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

May 10, 1838. 

Treasury DeparTMENT, May, 10, 1838. 

The undersigned would respectfully submit to the 
President the following statement concerning some 


fiscal embarrassments which are likely soon to hap- | 


pen, unless averted by early legislation. 

It has been usual for the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, except in the annual report on the finances, 
and in replies to special calls or directions by either 
House of Congress, to give information respecting 
all matters which appertain to his office, through 
letters addressed to the appropriate committees. 
For some months past, and on several occasions, 
that mode has been pursued in respec: to these 


nsistaenttiaens 


eee 


threatened embarrassments, by giving to the Com- | 


mittee of Ways and Means such information con- 
cerning them as the public exigencies and a sea- 
sonable foresight seemed to require. Some sug- 
gestions and facts connected with them have like- 
wise been introduced into reports made to Con- 


gress. But the relief desired having not yet been 
granted, and a longer omission to provide for the 
emergency having a tendency to impair public cre- 
dit, to the great prejudice of contractors and work- 
men, as well as of pensioners, the army, navy, and 
many other classes, the undersigned deems it his 
duty to apprize the Executive also of the impend- 
ing difliculues, in order that he may take such fur- 
ther steps as appear proper to promote a faithful 
discharge of the pecuniary obligations of the Go- 
vernment. 

The peculiarity in the present condition of the 
finances can be very briefly explained. It has 
arisen, not from any actual deficiency which has 
yet occurred in the amount of receipts anticipated 
for the year; not from any excess of appropriations 
which has yet been made for either ordinary or ex- 
traordinary objects; but from aprohibition to use, 
for the payment of the public dues, which is re- 


| quired by law to be received for them. 


| 


In the act of October last, authorizing the issue 
of Treasury notes, they were made receivable at 
any time for those dues, but were expressly for- 
bidden, afler such receipt, from being reissned in 
discharge of claims on the Treasury. From this 


| circumstance, coupled with the protracted failure of 


most of the banks to resume specie payments, little 
has of late been received for revenue except Trea- 
sury notes. Over five and a half millions of them 
have already been paid in, though none fall due 
ull about the Istof November next. As these can- 
not be paid out again, or others in their place, tll 
the restriction before mentioned is modified, it has 
followed that a great portion of the receipts of the 
year have thus far been entirely useless for aiding 
to defray the large expenditures charged upon it, 
and resort has of necessity been had to the emission 
of more Treasury notes under the original act, un- 
til the whole amount authorized, except $216,802, 
has been exhausted. 

The only other means available to meet the pub- 
lic engagements, with the exceptions as to trusts 
and the Mint, detailed im a special report on the 
condition of the Treasury to the House of Repre- 
sentatives the 26th of March last, are reduced to 
about $347,432. 

These constitute an aggregate of five hundred 
and sixty-four mousand two hundred and thirty- 
four dollars thus available, instead of a balance ot 
from two to six millions, which .t has generally 
been considered wise to retain on hand, in order, 
with the aid of the current revenue, to insure punc 
tuality, and guard against the embarrassments jn- 
cident to fluctuations and other contingencies. 
During the present year the revenue has been paid 
in Treasury notes te such an extent that only about 
one fourth of a million, monthly, has been receiv- 
ed from it in money, so as to assist in discharging 
the current expenditures. These Jast, on an ave- 
rage, have been over two millions monthly, and in 
April nearly three millions. 

As more than four millions of the Treasury 
notes are still outstanding, and the banks generally 
have not yet resumed specie payments, it is proba- 
ble that a great part of the revenue will, for some 
time to come, be paid in a similar manner. Under 
such circumstances, and when it is considered that 
large sums due from the postponed custom-house 
bonds, the banks, and the States, are not yet pay- 
able, and that no power now exists, except in Con- 
gress, to recall the deposites from the latter, that 
there is no reserved fund to resort to, or any other 
authorized means by which the wants of the Trea- 
sury can be supplied, it is manifest that the De- 
partment is exposed weekly and almost daily to be 
deprived of the whole of its available means, and 
the credit of the Government to be injuriously al- 
fected, both at home and abroad. 

Congress could readily avert these results, if ap- 
proving the course suggested in the last annual re- 
porton the finances. It could remove the prohibi- 
tion to reissue the notes which may be, or have 
been, prematurely paid in and redeemed, and, 
where they have been cancelled, permit others to 
be issued in their stead; or it could effect the same 
object by allowing other notes to be emitted, in- 
stead of such as have been and shall hereafter be 
paid in, before the year for their redemption ex- 
pires. By the seasonable adoption of either of 
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t ese "measures, all anticipated embarrassments du- 


ring 1838, can probabiy be obviated. For, in that 
event, no prov: of additional means meet 
the expenditure ; of the year will be necessary here- 
after, unless before the close of the session it shall 
appear that new appropriations have been made, 
or are likely io be made, exceeding the estimates 
submitted by the Department in December last, by 
several millions, or that the revenues received will 
be mateially less. 

On the contrary, if neither of the measures 
above proposed should meet the approbation of 
Congress, it obvious that ameng the various 
substitutes which may be thought of, or which this 
Department has taken occasion to suggest in com- 
munications to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
some one must be selected, that can be made effi- 
cient in its operation, at a very early day, or it will 
be impracticable to preserve the national faith un- 
bieken, and to avert the injuries with which the 
public service ts threatened. 

With great respect, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 


ion lo 
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The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
War Department, made in compliance with the 
resolution of the Senate of the 13th March last, re- 
auicing various kinds of information in reference to 
the money belonging to the Indian tribes. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, it was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Massachusetts, on the subject of the 
northeastern boundary; which were laid on the ta- 
ble and ordered te be printed. 

Messrs. WEBSTER, SMITH of Connecticut, 
MURRIS, and RUGGLES, severally presented 
petitions, remonstrating against the late Cherokee 
treaty; which were laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
the trustees of the University of Pennsylvania, 
asking Congress to grant a portion of the public 
domain to that institution, and to others of a simi- 
lar character, for the purpose of promoting the 
cause of education. This memorial [sail Mr. B.] 
states, and with perfect truth, “that while our 
country abounds in collegiate institations, few, if 
any, possess those appendages which have render- 
ed su illustrious and so perfect the institutions of 
older countries. Appropriate libraries, complete 
museums of natural science, extensive philoso- 
phical apparatus, in short, collections illustrative of 
the progress and attainments of science abroad, 
and furnishing the most perfect means of instruc- 
tion at home, are yet wanting, and are not likely 
to be secured with the present defective means of 
our colleges.” 

‘The memorial was well caiculated to attract 
public attntion to this important subject. He 
therefore moved that it should be printed, and re- 
terred to the Committee on Public Lands; which 
was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the remonstrance of 
sundry citizens of Wisconsin, against legalizing 
floa@s on certain tracts of land: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 
made a report on the sabject of light houses; v hich 
was, without reading, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RIVES gave notice that he would to-mor 
row ask leave to bring in a bill to reorganize U - 
marine corps. 

Mr. WILLIAMS gave notice that he woul 4 to. 
morrow ask leave to bring ina bill to proy 
the survey of the North kastern Boundary. 

The bill for the erection of a hospital ip the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, came up on its third yeading. 

Mr. MORRIS opposed the bill chiefly on con- 
stitutional grounds. In the course of his remarks, 
he took occasion to say that retrocession was what 
the people of this District 
advocate. 


wale for 


ought above all to 
He was aware of the position in which 
lezisiators stood here. If they Opposed any mea- 
sures of this kind, they are supposed to feel un- 
friendly to the interests of the District. He dis- 
avowed cll such feeling, but said he should fee] 
himself compelled to vote against any appropria- 


tion for local purposes, or those not imme diately 
connected with Congress. 
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Mr. ROANE advocated the measure with much 
zeal aud ability as having a tendency to aid the 
cause of humanity. He repiied to the constitu- 
| tional objections of Mr. Morris, and asked if 
Congress had not the same right to tax the people 

to establish ahospitalin the «istrict of Columbia. 

that it had to establish a United States arsenal at 
Old Point Comfort. 

Mr. BUCHANAN felt as kindly feeling for the 
people of this district as any man, and exr,ressed a 
willingness to serve them on all proper occasions. 
This, however, was hota proper liv’e for appro- 
priations for such purposes: he ha/, just been told 
that the Treasury was near’ y 
and were they, in the face gf that fact, to borrow 
money for the purpose of building a hospital? 
Mr. B. did not know put he would be in favor of 
the bill were it not for that fact. It was from the 
same feeling that he was induced to vote against 
the appropriation for M ichigan, and he was willing 
to place the District of Columbia on the some foot- 
ing with Michigan. 

Mr. B. said, in orer to test the sense of the Se- 
nate in relation to the matter, he would move to 
postpone the bill until the first Monday in Decem- 
ber next, and on that question he should demand 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. NORVELL said he did not ris to reply to 
the Senator from Pennsylvania, or to any thing 
connected with the bill; but he really could not re- 
sist the desire to thank him for the comparison he 
had so kindly instituted between the District of 
Columbia and the State of Michigan. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he hoped the honora ble 
Senator was not offended with the remark; that Se- 
nator would be the last man, and Michigan was the 
last State, 0: which he would utter any thing d isre- 
spectfal. 

Nr. NORVELL, (laughinzly,) as the gentie man 
has made the amende honorable, in the latter pa rt of 
his remark, I must be satisfied. 

Mr. CALHOUW avowed himself a silent list ener 
to all the arguments offered on this occasion, and 
was constained to say that, in no view that he ec »uld 
take of it, could he permit himself to vote in fa vor 
ofthe measure. He thought it both wrong and in- 
expedient. He agreed fully with the views ta ken 
by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Monrris,} as «its 
being contrary to the spirit of the Cons‘itution, and 
besides he put no faith in the estimate of 30,000 
dollars. We allknew when a public building .vas 
once commenced that it was never finished under 
five times the original estimate. 'vfr. c. conelacted 
by wishing that the matter wight be postponed, 
and, if brought up, that it -would be ultimate ly 
rejecied. 

The question was then tab en on Mr. BUCHAA- 
NAN’S motion, and it was carried—yeas 23, naws 
20, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabs ma, Cuthbert, Davis, Ful- 





run aground; 


ton, Grande, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lyon, 
Morris, “Vicholas, DViles, Robinson, Ruggles, 


Smith of Connecticai, Tipton, Wall, White, and 
Wrigh ,—23. 

N a YS—Messrs. Clayton, Crittenden, Linn, 
umpkin, Merrick, Norvell, Prentiss, Preston, 
tives, Roane, Robt ns, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Spence, Swift, “allmadge, Trotter, Webster, 
Williams, and Yotine—20. 

The bill to authorize the sale of certain bonds 
belonging to the United States was read the third 
lime, and passed. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill to prevent the forgery of 
Treasury Notes, aad other securities of the United 
States; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, reported, 
without amendment, the bill regulating writs of 
error in the courts of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, who voted with 
the majority, the vete on indefinitely postponing 
the bill to increase the salaries of the district 
judges ol the United States, was ordered to be 
reconsidered. 

The bill to continue the corporate existence of 
the bani of the District of Columbia was then 
taken up. 
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Mr. BENTON avowed himself opposed to the 
extension of the charter of these banks for twenty 
years.. He admittecl something was due to these 
institutions, and he had drawn up a proposition 
extending to them time on certain conditions, 
which, when they should have bee-n complied with, 
wonld enable them to present themselves with a 
better grace for an extension of their charters. 
They were to quit at once the shin-plaster work ; 
to redeem their five dollar notes after the 4th of 
July ; and, aiiera given time:, resume in full, and 
cease to pay out the notes of non-specie-paying 
banks. In tiae proposition th e Clerk had now read, 
he should move to strike out the enacting clause, 
and insert as follows: 

That the charters of the U anion Bank, and of the 
Farmers and Mechanics’ Ba ok of Georgetown, the 
Bank of the Metropolis, P: itriotic Bank of Wash- 
ington, and Bank of Was hington, in the city of 
Washington, and the Famers’ Bank of Alexan- 
dria, and the Bank of P otomac, in the town of 
Alexandria, be, and the s‘ime are hereby, extended 
to the fovrth day of March, in the year eighteen 
hundred and thirty-nine: Provided, The said banks, 
each for itself, shall conform to the fotlowing con- 
dit.ons: 

First. To cease receiving or paying out all paper 
currency of less denomination than five dollars, on 
or before the day of the promulgation of this act, 
Second. To cease paying out the notes of non- 
specie paying banks, bankers, or corporations, 
on or before the fourth day of July, in the present 
year. 

Third. To redeem all their notes of the denomi- 
nation of five dollars in gold or silver, from and 
after the fourth day of July, in the present year. 
Feurth. To resume specie payments in full, on 
er before the first Monday in December, of the pre- 
sent year. 

Mr. ROANE spoke at some length against the 
amendment, and in favor of the biil as originally 
drafted, and which he was afraid at the lime would 
have been considered too rigid. 

Mr. HUBBARD thought it would be as well to 
repeal the charters at once as to pass that pro- 
viso. He did not think that any considerable 
portion of the Senate would be found to advocate 
such a measure. Mr. H. thought it would be as 
well to extend the charters of these banks during 
the pleasure of Congress. If then they did not do 
their duty to the community, their conduct would 
rise in judgment against them, and their charters 
could be at once repealed. 

Mr. H. submitted the following, which he pro- 
posed to offer when in order: 

That the existing charters of the Bank of 
Washington, Bank of the Metropolis, the Patriotic 
Bank of Washington, all in the city of Washing- 
tou, and that the charter of the stockholders of the 
Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank, in the city of 
Georgetown, and that the charters of the stockhold- 
ers of the Bank of Potomac, and of the stockhold- 
ers of the Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria, both in 
the city of Alexandria, shall be continued in full 
force and effect, after the fourth day of July next, 
during the pleasure of Congress, subject to any 
modilication which may at any time hereafter be 
adopted, or subject to be at any time hereafter re- 
pealed by the legislation of Congress: Provided, 
That this act shall be of no effect, unless the corpo- 
rations therein named shall resume specie pay- 
ments for their circulation and other liabilities, on 
or before the first day of January next, or simulta- 
neously with the banks of the cities of Baitimore 
and Richmond, should those banks resume at an 
earlier day. 

Mr. GRUNDY was in favor of the principles in 
the amendment of the Senator from Missouri, 
though he thought it ought to be somewhat modi- 
fied. being too rigid in the conditions imposed on 
the banks. These banks, he said, had all violated 
their charters, and he thought it a bad time to renew , 
-them while they were in open violation of law. 

But whenever they should resume payment, and 
act in accordance with the provisions of their char- 
ters, he would be for granting them new ones, with 
such conditions and restrictions as the wisdom of 
Congress might devise for the protection of the com- 
munity. He could not now tell whether these banks 
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would eventually tarn out to be sound and solvent, 
and he would therefore wait awhile, until they hadan 
opportumity ef giving some evidence of it. He be- 
lieved the terms of the substitute proposed by the 
Senator.from Missouri were too rigid. He did not 
mow ‘now far the banks could stand the payment 
of their five dollar notes, and to require them not 
1o trade in the notes of the banks that did not pay 
specie, would be a hard provision, and perhaps de- 
stroy their business altogether. Under these cir- 
cumstances, he would move that the whole subject 
be postponed for the purpose of giving it a suffi- 
cient examination, and in the mean time he wished 
the ame:tdments of the Senators frofa Missouri and 
New Hampshire [Messrs. Benton and Hvusparp] 
to be printe:t. 

' Mr. HUBBARD believed that the Bank of 
Washington was paying specie on all its notes. 
He was prepared’ 18 act on the bill now, but if it 
was the general sense of the Senate not to act on 
it at this time, he was willing to lay it on the table, 
or, by passing his substitute, leave the banks in 
their.present situation until Congress thought pro- 
per to act definitively with regard to them. He 
would observe, however, that it was not his inten- 
tion to press his substitute without the approbation 
of the committee who reported the Dill. 

Mr. TIPTON was opposed to the motion of the 
Senator from Tennessee to postpone the bil!. The 
vill was a very important one in regard to the busi- 
yn es8 of the District of Columbia—it had been pre- 
pa, "ed with great care by the committee, and was 
sup} yosed, by its friends, to be as liberal a proposi- 
tion a’ the Senate would be willing to pass. The 

Senato.* from New Hampshire, supposing that the 
Senate \.vould mot be willing to come up to this mea- 
sure, pro,vosed to charter these banks during the 
pleasure 0.° Congress; and they had been told that 
too much of the session had gone by to act on the 
subject. “(his he could not agree to, for repeated 
examinations had been made of the affairs of these 
banks, and th «ir condition was sufficiently under- 
stood to act with’ regard to them at once. If they 
postponed the sub ect further, what would the peo- 
ple of this District have to hope for? Their situa- 
tion ‘was bad enough now, and further suspense 
would make it worse. Every one acq uainted with 
the business of banking knew that, tor the last 
twenty years, the conduct of many ot them had 
been bad enough, yet it was not just, because some 
of them had done wrong, to den ounce the whole of 
them—the good as well asthe bad. One of the 
banks of this District (the Bank of Washinyton) 
was, as the Senator from New Elampshire inform- 
ed them, already paying specie, and, therefore, 
there ought to be no difficulty with regard to that 
institution. If there was a bank that had condact- 
ed itself improperly, he was for investigating its 
conduct, and for treating it accordingly; but the 
banks whose cond uct was good, certainly deserved 
some credit. He hoped the round and sweeping 
denunciations of gentlemen against all the banks 
would not have any weight on the Senator. He 
was against all postponement, and he wished to 
hear all that -could be said on both sides of the ques- 
tion, and pa? ‘ticularly he wished to hear the views 
of those gen tlemen who were opposed to the banks. 

Mr. BE;NTON repudiated the idea that the 
Bank of WVashingtun could be denominated a 
specie paying’ bank. It was better to let them 
know at once that Senators in their characters of 
legislators were fnot to be bamboozled by such re- 
vresentations. He had been in this city for five or 


4 ‘x months, ane { had never seen a note of that bank 
in Circulation, ror did he know any of his friends 
tha," had. Wh at he understood by specie paying 
bank °S, Were thos e institutions that had circulation, 
and re ‘deemed tha t circulation whencalled on: was 
it the c 2S€ in the i nstance alluded to? 
that ban k more cx Upable than any of the others, 
because 1 ¢ acted a s a kind of conductor through 


He thought 


which the ‘ash in t he shape of money from abroad 
was foisted Upon th e people, while that bank was 
called a spe Cie pay~ing dank. Mr. B. expressed 
his readiness to my ’et this question at any time, 
and said he was p ared to show that the banking 
business of this coun, ‘TY @S it was transacted, was 
fraught with dager t ) the community. That all 
the sympathies of Co. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ngress seemed in favor of | consideration of Executive business, of which there 


banks, while the community were never thought of 
in the matter. His [Mr. B's] sympathies were for 
the community, and he would endeavor to defend 
that interest from the machinations of all banks 
that did not redeem their notes at the will of the 
holder. 

Mr. TIPTON observed that the Senator from 
Missouri and himself differed very widely in their 
opinions on the subjects of banks and banking. 
The Bank of Washington, which redeemed its 
notes in specie, the Senator looked upon as the 
very worst of all banks, and at the same time was 
very strong in his denunciations of the banks that 
did not pay. Now he [Mr. T.] did not understand 
this. He looked with as much abhorrence on the 
excessive issues of banks, and an irredeemable 
currency, as the Senator from Missouri did; but it 
did not seem to him that the banks of this District 
were liable to censure onthis score. He didnot, | 
however, justify the banks for the violation of their 
charters, but thought that their conduct was: bad 
enough. He was for continuing the charters of | 
the banks of the District of Columbia, and of all | 
other banks that resume specie payments and con- 
tinue payment in good faith; and if these banks | 
should resume simultaneously with the banks of 
Philadelphia and Baltimore, he would be satisfied. 
This was all he contended for, and he hoped the 
Senate would not give the question the go-by. 

After some remarks from Messrs GRUNDY, 
HUBBARD, NILES, and ROANE, 


Mr. DAVIS was opposed to the postponement 
for very obvious reasons. Congress had caused 
investigation after investigation into the affairs of | 
these banks, and therefore they could not obtain ad- 
ditional information by any further delay. All | 
these investigations had resulted much to the cre- | 
dit of the District banks. It was now said that 
they were not prepared to act, and a sort of rod 










in pickle was kept in store for these banks, which, 
in his judgment operated injuriously on them, and 
consequently, on the community. At the extra 
session, a bill was brought in to repeal their char- 
ters, provided they did not resume payment in sixty 
days, the effect of which was to stop their discounts, 
and injure materially the business of the District. 
And just so long as this subject was kept in agita- 
tion, and the charters of these banks in a state of 
suspense, this state of things must necessarily ex- 
ist, to the great injury of the people of this District. 
The Senator irom Missouri: condemned strongly 
the conduct of the specie-paying banks, as well as 
the conduct of those that did not pay, and therefore 
it would be perfectly vain for them to hope to gain 
the approbation of gentlemen who used such argu- 
ments. Again: it was urged that there was no 
time specified in the bill by which it was made im- 
perative on these banks to resume. Now he ap- 
prehended such was not the fact, for the bill pro- 
vided that when the banks of Richmond and Balti- 
more resumed, these banks should also resume, or | 
forfeit their charters. If they compelled the Dis- 
trict bands to resume befure the above named 
banks did, they must necessarily cease to transact 
business, or transact it at a loss. 


Mr. BENTON apprehended that the Senrtor 
from Massachusetts did not hear his remarks, other- 
wise he would not have represented him as opposed 
to a bank paying specie. The bank of which he 
{Mr. B.] spoke purported to pay specie for its 
notes, while it had not a dollar in circulation. 
This was an assumption which had no foundation. 


Mr. DAVIS said the gentleman from Missouri 
was correct in the explanation of the purport of his 
remarks, and he so understood him at the time. 
He agreed, too, with the Senator, that a bank 
which purported to pay specie on demand while it 
had no circulation, was a sort of a humbug. 

Mr. PENTON. Yes, sir, a perfect humbug. 


Mr. BUCHANAN thought himself that this was 
an appropriate time to act on the subject one way 
or the other; but as it was after four o'clock, and as 
he should like to examine into the principles not 
only of the dill, but of the two substitutes proposed 
by the Senators from Missouri and New Hamp- 
shire, he thought it better to lay the subject over 
informally until to-morrow, and proceed then to the 





was some on the table that ought to be attended | 
speedily. 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the Senate 
went into the consideration of Executive business; 
after which, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fraipay, May 1}, Is3s. 

Mr. BOULDIN called the attention of the House 
to an error in the list of votes in the morning pa- 
pels, and in the vote book of the House, which he 
was Well assured, was accidental. Ile was repre- 
sented to have voted on the duelling propositions 
yesterday, whereas he was temporarily out out of 
his seat when taken. He took 
that opportunity to say, that had he been present, 
should have voted against laying the subject on the 
table, and in favor of the printing 

The error was ordered to be 
Clerk, 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina asked leave 
to offer the following resolutions, which were re- 
ceived : 

Resolved, That the President cf the United States 
be requested to cause to be furnished for the infor 
mation of this House, the names of ‘Topographiea! 
and Assistant ‘Topographical Engineers who, dur- 
ing any me in 1837, have been employed on evi! 
works of internal improvement; distinguishing first 
such works as may be required to be executed by 
the General Government pursuant to acts of Con- 
gress; second, such civil works as may be prose- 
cuted by the State Governments, or under the au- 
thority of incorporated companies, specifying un- 
der each class the description and location of each 
particular work. 

Resolved, That the President of the United State 
be requested to cause to be furnished for the infor- 
mation of this House, a statement in such form as 
will exhibit at one view the sums expended in 1837 


those votes were 


corrected by the 


4 
on the several objects of internal improvement, 
specifying the description, use, and location of 
each work; in what State or Territory situated; the 
amount expended on each object, the name of the 
Officer, superintendent, or agent employed; the 
amount of compensation of every deseription al- 
lowed him; whether an officer of any corps of the 
army, or acivilian; if the latter, specify his pro 
fession and avocation, and when employed by the 
Government. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to canse to be furnished, for the in- 
formation of this House, the names of the Topo- 
graphical Engineers who have been serving with 
the army in Florida during the recent campaign 
Also, the names of such officers of that corps a 
may have been employed, or are intended to be 
employed, the ensuing season, on any civil works 
of internal improvement, specifying the descrip- 
tion and location of each work; distinguishing, 
also, such as may be under the direction of the 
General Government from those presecuted by 
the States or by incorporated companies. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be furnished, for the im- 
formation of this House, the names of all Civil 
Engineers and superintendents or agents now em- 
ployed, or intended to be employed in 1838, on 
civil works of internal improvement of any kind 
whatever, specifying the description and location of 
each work, and in what State or Territory situated; 
the amount contemplated to be expended on each 
object; the amount or rate of compensation ailow- 
ed, or to be allowed, to each civil engineer, super- 
intendent, or agent; and if compensation be allow- 
ed at this time, state when the pay commenced, the 
funds from which drawn, and whether the rates be 
a perdiem ora per annum. 

The resolutions, under the rule, lie over one day 
for consideration. 


Mr. GRAVES moved to print 20,000 extra co- 
pies of the testimony and journal of the Select 
Committee of Investugation on the late duei; which 
was agreed lo. 

Mr. CRAIG asked leave to present a petition ot 
resolution for a post route; but it was objected to. 
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INDIAN ANNUITIES. 
Mr. PENNYBACKER asked leave to offer the 
following resolution, which was agreed to: 
Resolved, ‘Vnat the Secretary of War be directed 
o inform this Honse if the annuities engaged to be 
paid by the United States (in specie) to the Otloway 
and Chippewa nation of Indians by the 4th section 
| said United 


he treaty concluded between the 
on the 88th 


States and the 1 nation « 


f Indians 
day of March, 1836, have been paid; and if paid, 
whether they were paid in specie or not; and if not 
paid, the reasons why; and that he be furthermore 
directed to communicate to the House any infor- 
mation that he may possess in regard to the pur- 
chase by the agent of the Government, for the use 
of the Indians, large quantities of goods from 
Suydham, Jackson Co. of the city of New 
York; the qualities and prices of 


and 
the goods so pur- 
chased; whether good, and at reasonable prices; 
| manner in which 
they were paid for by the Government; and whether 
any of the said are on the hands of the Go- 


} ‘ 


and the kind of money, and the 
good: 
vernment, and where. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD asked leave to submit a mo- 
tion to print 20,000 extra copies of the reports of 
ihe majority and minority on the subject of the late 
duel, 

Objection being made- 

Mir. FAIRFIELD moved a suspensi 
rule, and asked for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. GRAVES explained that he had intended to 
embrace the reports in his motion. 

The CHAIR said he would so consider it, unless 
it was objected to. 


mn of the 


Objection was made; whereupon, 

Mr. BOON and Mr. FAIRFIELD simultane- 
ously moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the other motion prevailed; which was 
agreed | 

Mr. GRAVES then submitted a motion to print 
20,000 copies of the journal and evidence alone. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD moved an amendment, to add 
an equal number of the reports. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of 
to the latter on the ground that it wouid be unjust 
to the partie 1, though, if the gentleman 
from Kentucky choose to waive it, he would not 


South Carolina, objected 
implicates 


opyect. 

Mr. PARKER, of New York, was in favor of 
the amendment, and he could not agree with the 
outh Carolina [Mr. Camprecy] 
that there was io be no tral of those implicated. 
A majority could take up the subject at any time, 


i 
( Y { » & 
gen MN 2% ii + 


and he should insist on proceeding with it as soon 
as one or two of the most urgent public bills were 
«a po ed of, As to the charge that the re port of 


the members 
rvet that it would be 
{ by the minority report, which might, 


wit , ! nreatu he eancid > » are y ' 
with equai propriety, be considered an argument in 


the majori!y WRS an argument against 
implicated, we should if 


accompanhit 


the celence 


Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio sa that as 


’ 


he had never voted to” print larger number 
of any document than ten thousand copies, he 
moved to reduce the number to that now. 

Mr. FIARLAN inauired of the gentleman from 
Maine whethe: had any knowledge of a large 
edition of 1 rtof the majority having beea 
a re ly ni Se 

Mr. FAIRFIELD did not recognise the gen- 
tleman’s right to propeund cha question to 
him, but st! he would respond to it. He did 
understand that an edition had been published, 
and he himself had subseribed for several hundred 

: ‘nd home to his constituents, and if it 
-en. in his power, should have subscribed for 


as mary thon ; 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to lar the whole subject 
on the tabie. 
Mr. BOON called for the yeas and nays; which 





were ordered, and were—veas 57, nays 119. 

So the House refused to lay the subject on the 
table, a 1 guest cul upon Mr. Wuir- 
TLESEY'S Qinendment to substin ‘ren’ for “twene- 
ty” thousand copies, with the amendment of Mr. 
FatrRrietp to print the reports— 


Mr. MASON of Ohio, objected 
fthe report of the majorin 


to the publication 


because It Was par- 


j 


| 


ual, presented a one-sided view of the subject, and, 1] 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


instead of summing up the evidence, in a fair and 
impartial manner, between the parties, had aggra- 
vated the guiit of one side and mitigated that of the 
other. Mr. M. was proceeding to discuss the merits 
of the report, when he was arrested by the Cyair 
as not being in order. 

Mr. M. remarked that, as the “Globe” of this 
morning stated they had been twenty days discus- 
Sing a subject without going intoits merits, he hoped 
he might have been permitted now to touch wpon the 
merits a little. He did not desire to travel out of 
the report itself, but upon the face of that document 
to show that it did manifest injustice to some of 
the parties. Mr. M. cited that part of it setting 
forth that the proposition to. shorten the distance 
was an aggravation, whereas the parties were 
fighting at a distance of twelve yards farther than 
was originally agreed upon by Mr. Citiey himself, 
and there was no evidence tv show that the dis- 
tance was proposed to be shortened less than the 
original eighty yards. Moreover, in speaking of 
Mr. Cittey, the report dealt throughout in superia- 
tives, by speaking of his high character, noble 
bearing, and fine feeling, whereas nothing of that 
kind was said of the others. 

He also objected to the printing, in the convic- 
lion that it would produce no good, produce no 
moral result, and in no way be calculated to effect 
that end which should have been the sole object of 
the committee. It was more like an electioneering 
document than any thing else, endeavoring to prove 
one party flagrantly guilty, and the other purely 
innocent. Upon a further ground he also ob ected 
to the printing: that a large edition had already 
heen privately printed and circulated from one end 
of the country to the other; and there was thence 
the less necessity for printing another large edition 
of the same document. 

Atthis stage, the hour for morning business hay- 
ing expired— 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the orders of 
the day. 

Mr. WITITTLESEY of Ohio, suggested to the 
gentieman to waive the motion for a time to give 
the committees an opportunity of reporting. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG assented, with the under- 
standing that, as soon as this business was gone 
through, his motion would be agreed to. 

Reports from committees were then called for. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Garrett Vliet. 

Also, a bill for the relief of E. H. Williams, 
administrator of Dr. Hazel W. Cranch. 

Also, a resolution referring the claim of Elijah 
S. Bell to the adjudication of the Secretary of 
War. 

Mr. STUART, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following resolution, which was con- 

} 


curred in: 


Resolved, That the Committee ef Claims be dis- 
charged {rom the farther consideration of the peti- 
tion of John Somerville, and that the same be re- 
ferred to the Third Auditor for adjustment. 

Mr. S. from the same committee, made unfa- 
vorable reports on sundry petititions for claims. 

NEW HARBORS AND SURVEYS. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill making appropriations for 
certain harbers, and surveys for certain harbors, 
therein mentioned, for the year 1838. 

WISCONSIN LANDS. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to grant a quantity of land 
to the Territory of Wisconsin, for the purpose of 
aiding in opening a canal to connect the waters of 
Lake Michigan with those of Rock river. 

Also, a bill in regard to the town of Southport, 
in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Also, without amendment, Senate bill for the re- 

ef of James Dution. 
RIGHTS OF WAY. 
Mr. BOON, from the same committee, reported, 


without amendment, Senate bill to grant to the 
Slates and incorperated companies engaged in the 


coustraction of roads and canals, the right of way 
through the public lands of the United Siates. 


| 
| 
| 


ee 
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TENNESSEE LAND BILL. 

Mr. SHIELDS gave notice that on Thursday 
next, he should call up the Tennessee land bill. © 

Mr. CALHOUN of Kentucky, from the Com- 
miitee on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported 
a bill for the relief of Richard Hendley. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported, with an amend- 
ment, Senate bill for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Samuel Y. Keene. 

Also, the following Senate bills, with an amend- 
ment to each: 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. Gustavus 
Horney, deceased, late surgeon’s mate in the Re. 
volutionary army. 

Bill for the relief of the heirs cf William Cogs- 
well. 

3111 for the relief of the heirs of Isaac Bronson. 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of William Ram- 
say. 

Bill for the relief of the heirs ef Francis L. Good- 
win 

Mr. T. also reported a biil for the relief of the 
legal representatives of James Madison. 

Also,a bill for the relief of the heirs of George 
Yates. 

Also, a bill for the relief of the 
Savage. 

Also, a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of John Towns, deceased. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Abner Prior. 

Also, with an amendment, Senate bill! for the re- 
lief of the heirs and representatives of Wiliam 
Jones, deceased, late of the State of Maryland. 

Also, Senate bill for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of John Brooks, deceased, with a recom- 
mendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relie? of James 
Maxwell of Pennsylvania. 

MULBERRY AND SUGAR BEET. 

Mr. DEBERRY, from the Committee on Agri- 
culture, reported a resolution to authorize the 
printing of 5,000 extra copies of the report of that 
committee on the cultivation ©f the mulberry and 
sugar beet, which was concur‘yed in. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, reported Senate bill for the relief of 
Michael Ambrister, with a recommendation to 
strike ont.all after the enacting clause, and substi- 
tute the House bill for the same object. 

PENSION FRAUDS. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to extend the acts for the 
punishment of pension frauds, 

Mr. McKAY reported the following resol|ntion, 
which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the map of the seat of war in 
Florida, prepared in the Topographical Bureau, be 
reduced, and printed for the use of Congress. 

MILITIA REORGANIZATION. 

Mr. WAGENER, from the Committee on the 
Militia, reported a bill more effectually to provide 
for the national defence by establishing a uniform 
militia throughout the United States, accompanied 
with a report: referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and the bill and 
report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved tu print 20,000 extra co- 
pies; which motion lies over. 

PHILADELPHIA DRY DOCK. 

Mr. PAYNTER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill making an 2.ppropriation 
for the bnilding of a dry dock at Philsdelphia. 

Mr. LEGARE, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported, without amendmerit, Senate bil! 
for the relief of Thomas Sumpter. 

Mr. BRONSON, from the Cornmitiee on the 
Territories, reported a resolution proposing to set 
apart the 22d and 23d of this morth for the consi- 
deration of bills on the Territories. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG expressed a hope that in 
the present state of the public business, no special 
order would be adopted. 

Mr. BRONSON had no objection to a more dis- 
tant day; and he move!, therefore, to insert the 
29th and 30th, which was agreed to. 

The resolution, however, was rejected. 
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WISCONSIN AND FLORIDA. 

Mr. BRONSON, from the same committee, re- 
»orted a bill to enable the people of East Wincon- 
sin to form a Constitution and State Government, 
and to admit such Siate into the Union. 

Also, a bill to auiborize the people of Florida to 
to form a Constitution and State Government, and 
10 provide for the admission of said State into the 
Union. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
John Smith. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the 
relief of John Keller. 

Mr. FRY, from the Comamitiee on Revolutienary 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to 
Benjamin Durkee, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. CHILDS, from the same committee, report- 
eda bill granting a pension to Elijah Foochee. 

Mr. McCLEULAN of New York, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the 
relief of Elam Higley. 

Mr. SIBLEY, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension 
» Elizabeth Durant, widow of Thomas Durant. 

Also, a bill granting a pension to James Thayer. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Jared Winslow. 

Mr. BIRDSALL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which was referred the memo- 
rial of Mary Gordon and Elizabeth Gordon, heirs 
of Captain John Gordon, deceased, praying com- 
mutation pay, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the same, and that it lie on the 
table: agrecd to. 

Mr. HARPER, from the same committee, made 
an unfavorable repert on the petition of the heirs of 
Henry D. Purcell. 

Mr. MENEFEE, from the Committee on Pa- 
tents, reported, without amendment, Senate bill 
authorizing the issue of patents to certain persons 
therein named; which was ordered to a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported, without amendment, Senate bill fur the 
relief of Charles M. Keller and Henry Stone. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana moved the print- 
ing of the map of the Sabine river; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. CUSHING gave notice that he wonld, at 
an early day, move to commit the President’s 
message on the subject of the Northwéstern 
Territory of the United States, to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, with instruc- 
tions to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a post on the river Columbia, for the de- 
fence and occupation of the territory of the United 
States watered by said river; and also to consider 
the expediency of making further provision by law 
to prevent the intermeddling of the officers or sub- 
jects of foreign powers with the Indians of the 
Uniied States. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved that the House 
go into committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; which was agreed to, and the House ac- 
cordingly went into committee, Mr. IncHam in the 
chair. 

TREASURY NOTES. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the com- 
mittee took up the following bill. 

A BILL to carry into effect an act approved the 
twelfth day of Octeber, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-seven, “to authorize the issuing of Trea- 
sury notes.” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury, with 
the approbation of the President of the United 
States, is hereby authorized to cause Treasury 
notes to be issued, according to the provisions of 
an act entitled “‘An act to authorize the issuing of 
Treasury notes,” approved the twelfth day of Octo- 
ber last, in p'ace of such notes as have been, or 
may be, issued under the authority of the act 
aforesaid, and which have heen, or may hereafter 
be, paid into the Treasury and cancelled. 

Mr. CAMLRELENG congratulated the commit- 
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tee on the resumption of its labors afier so long an 
interval. The delay was unfortunate. It had been 
not only embarrassing to the Treasury, but highly 
injurioas to the public creditors, and to all in any 
mabuer connected with the public service. It is 
an extraordinary occurrence, that a Government, 
whose actual resources, in proportion to its annual 
receipts and expendiiures, were more ample than 
those of any other Government, should, by mere 
delay in legislation, be unable to discharge its 
obligations for curremt expenditures. 

All that the Treasury requires is the full benefit 
of the act of the 12th October, as is proposed by 
the bill under consideration. That act authorized 
an issue of ten millions of Treasury notes, redeem- 
able in twelve menths from the date when issued, 
for the purpose of enabling the Government to 
collect, in the mean time, an equal amount which 
was receivable in 1838 fiom our banks and mer- 
chants. Had these Treasury notes been redeemed 
after the expiration of the twelve months, that is, be- 
tween October, 1838 and June, 1839, the Treasury 
would have been able to meet all its engagements 
without any other financial measure. They were, 
however, made receivable for customs and lands, 
and about five millions and a half had been al- 
ready paid into the Treasury and cancelled. It be- 
comes necessary, therefore, in order to secure to 
the Treasury the benefit of the October act, to au- 
thorize an issue of Treasury notes equal to the 
amount paid into the Treasury and cancelled prior 
to the period fixed for their redemption. This was 
the extent of the aid the committee proposed, not- 
withstanding the impression here and the misre- 
presentations abroad, that twenty millions would 
be required. 

We have heard much sir here and elsewhere 
about a bankrupt Treasury, loans and a public 
debt. Such statements and anticipations are with- 
out foundation. Were it otherwise, I trust the 
bankruptcy of our Treasury, and the prospect of a 
public debt, would not be subjects of rejoicing to 
any gentleman. What, sir, was the origin of these 
Treasury notes, about which so much has been 
said? The country was in the midst of a commer- 
cial revulsion, and Congress assembled for the 
purpose of exercising all its constitutional powers, 
through its financial measures, to relieve trade as 
far as it was practicable. There was no bankruptcy 
of the Treasury. The resources of the Govern- 
ment were ample, but the public creditors were 
unable to meet their engagements. We had ex- 
tended the creditto the Bank of the United States 
to one, two, and three years, and were about to post- 
pone the payment of our custom-house bonds to 
twelve and fifteen months, and the debt of the de- 
posite banks still longer. 
dollars of the revenue of 1837, and previous years, 
were postponed to 1838, °39, and *40. To grant 
this indulgence, it was necessary to make a tem- 
porary use of our credit for one-half the amount 
of our existing resources. Such was the origin or 
the Treasury note act of October. 

The present embarrassment of the Treasury does 
not arise from any deficiemey of resources, but 
from the mode of executing the act of October. 
The rate of interest on the notes was discreticnary 
with the President, not exceeding six per cent. per 
annum. Had he directed none to be issued under 
six per cent. most of them would have been taken 
up by capitalists or remitted abroad, the Treasury 
would have been protected, and no supplementary 
aet would have been necessary. But there existed 
a suspension of specie payments, a derangement of 
exchanges, and severe commercial embarrassment. 
The immediate interest of the Treasury was 
deemed subordinate to the general interests of the 
country. These interests were consulted by fur- 
nishing the public debtors with an additional 
medium of payment, and different sections of the 
Union with facilities of exchange. Nearly two 
millions were issued at a nominal rate. of interest, 
nearly three at two per cent. and over four mil- 
lions at five per cent. They were consequently 
paid into the Treasury nine months befere they 
were due; and this is the origin of its temporary em- 
barrassment. 

There is nothing, sir, in the past or present con- 
dition of the Treasury, nor in the prospect ahead, 
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to warrant this charge of bankruptcy, or to autho- 
rize a public debt. In October last, although we 
had drawn eight-and-twenty millions from the Fe- 
fera! Treasury and transierred it we 
had stil! due us six mulions from the United States 
Bank, eight millions from the deposite banks, and 
six millions from our merchants, making twenty 
millions. In January last, with little more than 
two milliens of our credit outstanding, we had due 
us and in the Treasury eighteen millions; and at 
this moment, if the debis due us from our bank 
and merchants, arising {rom the revenue of iormer 
years, were paid, we should have a balance of fi!- 
teen millions in the Treasury, even afler paying off 
five millions and a half of Treasury notes. 

The reseurces of the year, 1oo, are sufiicient to 
meet every demand upon the Treasury for ordina- 
ry and extraurdinary purposes, if the act of Octo- 
ber is carried into effect. On the Ist of January 
we had half a millionin the Treasury. The Treasu- 
ry notes not then issued amounted to seven millions. 
The amount receivable from merchants and banks in 
1838 is about ten millions, and if the revenue from 
customs and lands should amonnt to fifteen mil- 
lions and a half, (being three miilions less than the 
estimate of the Secretary of the Treasury,) the 
aggregate resources of the year would be thirty- 
three millions of dollars. In a long session the ap- 
propriations are made at a late period. It is not, 
therefore, probable that the demands upon the 
Treasury, during the year, will exceed thirty-one 
millions. 

Should, however, the resources of the year fal! 
below the foregoing estimate, or the demands upon 
the Treasury exceed even thirty-three millions, we 
should still not be justified in resorting to a loan 
while we have a reserved fund of seven millions 
and a half due us in 1839 and °40 from the deposit 
banks and the Bank of the United States. 

As to the prospect of our future revenue every 
thing is encouraging. Confidence and trade are 
evidently reviving. We must not anticipate years 
of stagnation because such succeeded the revulsion 
of 1819. There is no resemblance whatever be- 
tween the condition of the country in 1815 and 
1835. At the former period we had passed through 
eight years of commercial restrictions and war. 
Millions of capital had been suddenly transferred 
to new channels. Confidence had been destroyed 
and trade impeverished for years. Such was om 
condition in 1815, when we suddenly commenced 
a wild career of speculation, which was continued 
through 1816 and 717, and arrested in 1818. The 
revulsion of 1819 prostrated all classes and trades, 
and paralyzed every section of the country. But 
such was not our condition in 1835, when the 
speculations of that and the following year com- 
menced. ‘These were founded on a vast and 
capital, the accumulations of twenty years of peace 
and prosperity. The revulsion of 1837 over- 
whelmed trade, but there never was a period when 
the country possessed more substant wealth, or 
enjoyed more general prosperity. Some c 
the Union, where they have attempted to posipone 
the payment of the debts, may yet suffer, but in 
the present prosperous condition of the country 
trade must soon revive. 

There are other and gratifying evidences of a 
restoration of confidence and a revival! of trade. 
Our northern banks have resumed specie payments 
earlier than was anticipated twelve months ago, 
and much earlier than they would have done had 
this Administration yielded to the demands of 
trade. Wecan now, sir, look back ca'mly uy 
the events of the past year, and ja'ge the conduct 
of all parties. The time is rapidly approaching, 
when intelligent and candid men wi!l do fustice to 
thts Administration, for its firmness in rejecting the 
counsels of fear, and in disregarding the denuncia- 
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tions of phrenzy—for its elevated patriotism in 
sacrificing temporary popularity to preserve the 
supremacy of the laws and the permane 

of the Union. Had the President faltered for one 
moment—had he imitated the timid and temporiz- 
ing policy of some of cur State Governments—had 
he adopted the suggestions of some of the statesmen 
of beth houses of Congress—had he yielded one 
inch of constitutional ground, violated the laws, 
and sanctioned the collection of the revenue in 
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depreciated State bank paper—who could have 
anticipated the period when the banks of any State 
in the Union could have resumed specie payments ? 
The firmness and wisdom of the Executive have 
saved us from years of embarrassment, and from 
a precedent which would have proved equally fatal 
to our currency and destructive of all integrity 
among men. The country will do justice to all 
who disregard considerations of popularity when 
called upon to discharge the highest of constitu- 
tional duties. 

This resumption, sir, is powerfally en. 
and our northern banks have nothing to fea Al 
no fermer period have our foreign exchanges and 
currency been so well forufied. They are strongly 

ustained by an annually increasing export of cot- 
ton, anda ude of emigration to this continent. 
Latterly the stocks and bonds of every kind trans- 
mitted abroad for investment, form what is equiva- 
lent toa heavy ‘tem in our export trade. Butacol- 
lateral aid, of no ordinary power, has suddenly for- 
lified the banks in their resolution to resume specie 
payments. The troubles in Canada, the establish- 
ment of a Vice Royalty, and the introduction of a 
British army to sustain it, must sensibly aflect our 
foreign exchanges, as they have done already. 
This is no temporary aid. ‘The Government now 
esiablished in Canada may be considered as perma- 
nent, while Great Britain holds ber Northern pos- 

sessions, and such a Government can only be sup- 
ported atan expense of mamy millions annually. 
All these causes combined must create a heavy 
draft upon Great Britain for merchandise and spe- 





ere, The latter is protected by our coin law of 
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pean gold, and 


uro- 
its circulation in 
thisecountry. All the banks in the Union may now 
with safety, except the Southwestern. 
These will not resume ull it ceases to be the interest 
of the cotton-speculating-banks to depreciate the 
currencies of Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana. 

But among the most encouraging events of the 
day, is that great reform measure—the free bank- 
ing law ot New York. The passage of that act 
ought to be a subject of general congratulation; for 
whatever animates the centre, must give an impulse 
lo every part of our commercial system. The 
union which has so long existed—the mutually em- 
barrassing and corrupting union—between banking 
and legislation, is dissolved, and, I trust, forever. 
The question is not entirely settled. Whether 
paper, when substituted fr the current coin of the 
country, is a public or private concern, is a ques- 
tion which remains to be adjusted hereafter. It 
would have been well, too, had associations 
been founded on unlimited responsibility. But the 
ereat commercial point is gained. It is now the 
legitimate office of trade, and not the officious pro- 
vince of Government, to regulate the amount otf 
capital which trade may deem it expedient at any 
time, to employ in the business of banking. ‘This 
simple and just proposition has been wisely appre- 
ciated, and successfully acted upon, for more than 
a century in Scotland. It was introduced into 
England in 1826, and must eventually become the 
policy of every enlightened Government. 

The free banking law of New York must not 
only affect sensibly the trade of the Union, but 
operate more powerfully than all our legislative 
experiments, State or Federal, upon the exchanges, 
and local currencies of the States. Trade, which 
can alone regulate exchanges, has been chained 
down by restrictions at the centre of its power and 
of our circulations. New York has been, from the 
commencement of our Government, the victim of 
unjust and oppressive legislation, State and Fede- 
ral. This Government has :nade two experiments 
—in 1791 and in 1816—to create an artificial cen 
tre of trade and circulation. It has attempted by 
the mere power of law to place the commercial 
metropolis ofthe Union—the natural centre and 
regulator of its exchanges and commercial system 
—under the control and direction of a Federal 
banker-general While we were thus treated by 
the Federal Government, our own State Govern- 
ment denied us even the humble privilege of de- 
fending ourselves. We were not permitted to ex- 
ercise our natural right to regulate the amount of 
our banking capital. The State Government 
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this office, and we were only allowed to 
employ about one-fifth of the amount neces- 
sary to sustain our own credit, and the exchanges 
of the Union. When our periodical revulsions 
came, the pressure of our credits did not fall upon 
the point selected by the Federal Government, but 
the whole commercial system of the United States 
pressed upon New York, the natural centre of ex- 
changes. We had no banking capital adequate to 
the pressure, and trade was prostrated. We are 
now free. Banking will hereafter keep pace with 
and regulate all other trades; and increase ina ratio 
to the accumulation of wealth, and enlargement of 
commercial credit. Prepared at the natural cenire 
of trade with a broad foundation of banking capi- 
tal, we shall be ready to receive the pressure of 
commercial credit, and to moderate the shock of 
every revulsion. We need nochartered regulator 
State or Federal. Our own banking law, the per- 
petual charter of free trade, is all we require to bid 
defiance to all hostility, protect ourselves, and re- 
gulate exchanges. It is for our interest and the in- 
terest of the country that the Federal Government 
should never again unite banking with legislation, 
and that it should confine itself to its constitutional 
duty of regulating the coinage, and preserving ¢ 
broad and solid basis for the local currencies of our 
contederacy. 

With such evidences of a revival of confidence, 
and trade, and an increase of revenue, and with 
outstanding resources more than equal to any 
amount we now require, we are not authorized to 
resort to loans, or to make any other than a tempo- 
rary use of our credit, by carrying into effect the 
Treasury note act of Octobe r last. As to the sale 

of the two bonds of the Bank of the United States, 
even if practicable at all to dispose of bonds of 
the denomination of two millions each, it wou!d 
not answer the purpose of this bill; nor, at this 
time, afford any relief whatever to the Treasury. 
The Treasury will have collected asufficient amount 
of its postponed debts to pay off all the Treasury 
notes, before the amount could be realized from the 
sale of these bonds. That proposition is not de- 
signed, however, to interfere with this bill; for it is 
admitted not to be the measure the Treasury now 
requires. Should sach sale be authorized and ef- 
fected, it will, however, so fardiminish the amount 
of Treasury netes to de issued. 

The measure proposed is the only one applica- 
bie to the actual condition of the Treasury. I 
am aware of, and justly appreciate, the general ob- 
jections to Treasury notes. I concur with gentle- 
men, that where there is a deficiency of resources, 
Treasury notes ought not to be substituted for a 
direct lean. Weare not, however, in that condi- 
tion, and are not, therefore, justified in creating a 
public debt. Treasury notes ef no denomination 
should be issued to raise money, when there are no 
immediate resources existing to redeem them. 
They never should be issued of small denomina- 
tion to circulate as currency. ‘These notes are not 
designed tor either of these purposes. We have 
resources in hand to redeem them, and notes of fifty 
dollars and upwards cannot interfere with the eir- 
culation of our current coin. 

Our case, sir, is simply this: we are to receive 
before the close of the year a sufficient amount 
from the banks and the merchants to redeem all 
the notes we may authorize, and we propose to 
make a temporary use of our credit to avoid the 
necessity of a loan, for which we have no occasion 
whatever. We only ask the benefit of the Trea- 
sury Note act of October last. Upon a question of 
such obvious expediency, I shall no longer detain 
the committee. 

Mr. CUSHING said he rejoiced to perceive that 
trade was reviving, and that the banks were re- 
suming specie payments; and he deprecated the 
action Of any banks to resist the resumption of 
specie payments for political or other purposes. 
He referred to the observation of Mr. Campre- 
LENG that the measures of the Government had 
produced this effect, and inquired what the Go- 
vernment had done to promote a revival of trade, 
or to aid or encourage the banks to resume the 
Payment of specie. He said that after the Go- 
vernment had found itself in a deplorable minori- 

, the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Hamer,] had 








offered a resolution declaring that the Governmen, 
wonld give aid to such banks as should resyyp 
He [Mr. C.] had offered a similar resolution, jy; 
both had been rejected by the votes of the friends, 
the Administration. 

He referred to the action of the State of Ney 
York, and especially to the private banking a, 
of that State, and contended that the final effee 
was doubtful. The measure might be prosperous. 
he hoped it would; but it might be adverse, an 
no one could yet tell which; and he argued, tha 
the private banking act, so far from being a sepa- 
ration of the banks and the Government, \ 
entirely the reverse. The Comptroller was autho 
rized to issue Government bank notes to the private 
banking corporations, upon a pledge of security | 
the State for their redemption; and if the banking 
company failed to redeem them, the Governme: 
undertook to do it, out of the securities piaced 
their hands; and that act constituted the Com) 
troller the greatest banker and the greatest Gove; 
ment banker he had ever known. The ees € 
was allowed to issue these notes of the State, to th 
amount of mrllions, under his own sole ¢ control, anc! 
and he considered the act a reunion, a remarria 
under the strictest matrimonial bands, between Go 
vernment and banks. He referred to two bil's here- 
tofore reported for the issuing of Treasury no! 
and expressed a desire to know what was to be do 
with them. One of them was intended to authori 
what he called loan certificates, payable ata fy 
ture day, and, while they could be issued as a lega 
tender to public creditors, they would be refused i 
payment of duties and for the public lanc gh whic 
might, at the same time, be exacted, and, 
collected in specie. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said these bills had 
recommitted and abandoned by the committee 
not necessary in the present state of the coun! 
The committee had come to the conclusien that 
bill before the committee was all that the exigenc 
now required. 

Mr. CUSHING said he was glad to be inform- 
ed of that fact; and then went on to comment yj 
the remark that the present bill was simple. 
said it was simple, and that was an objection 
feature. Some things, in appearance simple, w 
found in their operation to be exceedingly c 
plex. The Secretary of the Treasury was to 
authorized to issue ten millicns of Treasury not 
and he could not understand under what limi! 
tions or restrictions. He wished the bill to be ex- 
plicit and guarded, that he might be able to under- 
stand the limits of the power of the Treasury. He 
contended that the measure proposed had alway) 
been considered of a doubtful and dangerous cha- 
racter by all the friends of democratic institu- 
tions, and that Madison and others had alway 
been opposed to issues of Government pape 
founded not on funds or specie, but up 
faith or credit, and only consented to it 
expediency in remarkable exigencies. Le con 
sidered that the notes would be a currency, 2 
much as bank notes. They would be issued to 
pass from hand to hand, in the payment of debts, 
and would, in effect, be money, and would ent 
into the system of exchanges. But he objected to 
such issues, because they would always tend to de- 
preciate. E xperience had shown that whatever i 
terest they might bear, whether one mill or six be r 
cent. they would not be above the value of the 
notes of good banks. These notes would be use/u! 
in the payment of duties; and so were notes o! 
specie-paying banks, which would be equally : 
valuable. The interest, he contended, would 1 
enhance their value. He had also doubts whhethy 
the Government had the constitutional right to issue 
bills of credit; for he maintained that these Trea- 
sury notes were bills of credit. They were not a 
loan, but only an issue of paper, founded on nothing 
but the faith and credit of the Government, agains 
which the constitutional objection holds good. 

Mr. C. said he was not prepared to decide that 
this was not the best expedient in the exigency ol 
the times. He wished for information, and trust 
it would be given to him in the course of the de- 
bate. But there were other plans to relieve the 
Government from its pecuntary ee ni; 
and he alluded to the proposition to sell the bi 
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of the United States Bank, which, he said, would 
vield four millions of dollars, and would fill up the 
cap in the resources of the Treasury, which would 
~ender it unnecessary to recur to the doubtful and 
jangerous expedient now under consideration. He 
concluded by again protesting against assuming to 
‘he Government the credit of the returning prospe- 
vty of the country, which was no more attributa- 
je to them than the rise of the tides or the revolu- 
jons of the planets. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, spoke at 
eth in relation to the unconstitutionality and in- 
xpediency of the measure, which he considered of 
.» infinitely prejudicial and injurious tendency. 
ie explained the nature of bills of credit, and con- 
ended that these notes were bills of credit; and 
‘yat, if they were in confermity with the Constitu- 
‘jon, every State Government might issue similar 
iotes. He intimated a proposition, which he said 
e suoald not move, but if it could be done by the 
sends of the Administration, he would pledge him- 

f and many of his friends to vote for it; that 
as, if the Government was suffering from pecu- 
ary embarrassment, to make a loan, directly and 
roperly, in England or Germany, if it could not 

tbe done in this country in the notes of specie- 

‘ying banks; and he went at Jength into a consi- 

raion of many commercial and financial sub- 
ee 

Before Mr. T. had concluded, he gave way to 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, who moved that the com- 

vce rise, which was agreed to—55 to 53; and the 
mmitlee rose and reported. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved an adjournment. 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays, 
vhich were ordered. 

Mr. HAYNES moved a eall of the House, but 
ue first motion taking precedence was taken, and 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 71, nays 69; 

And so the House aZjourned. 








IN SENATE, 
Fripay, May 11, 1838. 

Mr. PIERCE presented a memorial from Am- 
herst, New Hampshire, signed by 41 citizens of that 
town, whom he said he knew to be persons of in- 
‘elligence and respectability, remonstrating against 
the execution of the late Cherokee treaty: laid on 

» table. 

Messrs. MORRIS, NILES, SOUTHARD and 


ubject, which were disposed of in a like manner. 


Mr. DAVIS presented the resolutions of the Le- | 


vislature of Massachusetts, in opposition to the an- 
exation of Texas to the Union; whith were laid on 
he table. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Mrs. 
\nn Prettyman, of Baltimore, praying for a pen- 


ion in consideration of the military services of her | 


ate husband during the last war with Great Britain: 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of sundry 


ciuizens of South Carolina, praying for the esta- | 
lishment of a new post route: referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of sundry 

tizens of Delaware county, Ohio, relating to the 
Wyoming sufferers, which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Also, the memorial of sundry citizens of Medina, 
Ohio, asking a modification of the post office law 
i reference to the transmission of newspapers by 
mail: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of Ann 
Pinkman, praying a pension compensation for the 
Revolutionary services of her late husband: refer- 


red to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. MOUTON, on leave, introduced a bill au- 


‘horizing goods, wares and merchandise imported 
into the United States to be warehoused: read twice 
and referred to the Committee en Finance. 


Mr. RIVES, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
eorganization of the Marine Corps; which was read 
wice and referred to the Committee on Naval 
\ Vairs. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
’ which was referred the resolution to retain copies 
\ original papers that ay be withdrawn from the 


DAVIS also presented memorials on the same | 











files of the Senate, reported the same as amended, 
and, on metion of Mr. H. the resolution was consi- 
dered, and, with the amendment, agreed to. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the bill for the relief of William Ben- 
nett, the bill for the relief of John Richie, and the 
bill for the relief of John L. Scott, reported the same 
severally, without amendment, and recommending 
that they be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, reported fa- 
vorably on the bill for the relief of David McNair. 

On motion of Mr. H the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the me- 
morial of Pierre Menard and others. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of Joseph Pax- 
ton, reported a bill for his relief; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be au- 
thorized to deliver to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
for the use of his office, one copy of the American 
State Papers, tit!e Public Lands, published by Dutf 
Green. 

Mr. RCBBINS submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate, as soon as conve- 
niently may be, the amount of goods imported into 
the United States on and from the 10th day of May, 
1837, up to the 10th day of May, 1838. 

Also, the amount of duties received and to be 
received on said importations for and during the 
same period. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the bill for the 

relief of Hard and Longstreet was taken up and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole; and, 
after being explained and advocated by Messrs. 
PRESTON and ROBINSON, it was erdered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 
The report of the Committee on Indian Affairs 
on the subject of the letter of the Secretary of War 
recommending the survey and assignment of the 
lands west of the Mississippi, set apart for the emi- 
grant Indians, adverse to the proposition contained 
in said letter, was considered and concurred in. 

The report of the Committee on Naval Affairs 
unfavorable to the petition of William Bellason, 
was considered and concurred in; but subsequently, 
on the motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate 
agreed to reconsider the vote, and the report was 
again laid on the table. 

The bill for the relief of Anthony Gale was 
taken up, aud considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and, on motion of Mr. KING it was inde- 
finitely postponed. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 


the banks of the District of Columbia was taken up 
as the unfinished business. 

Mr. NILES spoke for some time against the 
dangerous tendency of these chartered moneyed 
monopolies, which were fraught with injury to the 
community at large. He thought when they pre- 
sented themselves to Congress to ask a renewal of 
their charters, that they should at least come with 
cleanhands. Was this the case in the present in- 
stance? He thought not. These banks had sus- 
pended; he cared not whether from political mo- 
tives, or from their own rottenness; but it was 
plain that they had twice suspended, and he was 
for goinz into the conduct of institutions that 
should be held responsible to the people for their 
fair and open dealing. 

Mr. N. saidit was as necessary to look ‘back to 
see how the affairs of these banks had been con- 
ducted, as to look into their present condition. 
Some of them, he said, had depreciated their own 
stock, and gone into the market to purchase it up at 
reduced prices to the great loss of individuals. Yes, 
the directors of one of these banks, with a full 
knowledge of the state of their finances, and from 
which the public were shut out, had obtained the 
stock at forty, fifty, and sixty dollars in the hun- 
dred, from the innocent holders, many of whom 
were widows and orphans, and now came to Con 
gress to ask us to renew their charters, by which 
the very stock would be brought up to par value. 
Under such circumstances, were they to do ut, 


The bill to continue the corporate existence of 





would it not be in a manner consummating their 
fraud?) Mr. N. contended that the banks had pro- 
fited largely by their own abuses. He had been 
told in some cases, even atter the suspension had 
taken place, that large additional issues had beer 
made for the very purpose ot being bought up. 
Mr. N. read from a report of a committee of the 
House of Representatives, drawn up by Mr. Tho- 
mas, the chairman, and some of the testimony 
taken on that occasion, to prove what had been 
charged upon them. He referred to the testumony 
of Wm. Jewell, of Georgetown, a director in the 
Farmers and Mechanics Bank in that place, and 
to that of Mr. Togd and others, directors in the 
city banks. He did not know that the report did 
apply to all the banks; but it certainly did to some 
of them. Before these institutions were rechartered 
it became the daty of the Senate to look well into 
their conduct. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that he should be 
pleased to vote for this bill, and should vote for it, 
if it was placed in such a condition as he thought 
it oughtto be. He could not, and. would not, vote 
for itas it stood at present. Without troubling the 
Senate at length with any remarks, he intended to 
propose two or three amendments, which he deem- 
ed cardinal, and if they failed, so far as his indi- 
vidual voice was concerned, the bill should be re- 
jected. In the first place,he would move to stnke 
out the second secuon of the bill, which was as fol- 
lows: 

Sec. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That the ca- 
pital stock of the said bank shall not exceed five 
hundred thousand dollars, to be divided into twen- 
ty-five thousand shares of twenty dollars each; that 
cettificates of stock shall be issued for the capital 
now actually paid in at that rate; and that, trom 
time to time, as new shares may besubseribed for, 
prior to the first day of January, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-nine, certificates therefor may be issued 
at that rate per share: Provided, ‘The same shall 
be paid in specie. 

He did not wish to introduce any general politi- 
cal topics into this small discussion; but he appeal- 
ed to gentlemen of all sides whether three millions 
of capital was not enormous for a District contain- 
ing 38,000 people, with very little commerce, agri- 
culture, or manufactures. The single county in 
which he resided contained more than double the 
population of this District, and it was emphatically 
commercial all along the banks of the Susquehan 
na river; and yet, if it were proposed to give to 
that county three millions of banking capital, the 
people would be startled. The capital of these 
banks was already too great, though he did not 
propose to diminish it. His single purpose in mov- 
ing to strike out this section was to ascertain whe- 
ther the Senate was willing to increase the capital 
of these $200,000. There were then one or two 
other amendments which he proposed to offer, at- 
ter the question on this was decided. 

Mr. ROANE was opposed to striking out the 
second section. It granted to the bank the capi- 
talitnow had, and gave it an opportunity of in- 
creasing its capital to the amount of $500,000. 

by a reference to the document on the table, it 
would be seen what was the actual capital of these 
banks. He took it for granted there would be no 
danger in increasing their stock, as it would not be 
taken up, unless it should be found to be a profitable 
investment. There was one thing in the memorial 
of this bank that struck him. They looked forward 
to new sources of prosperity in the trade that will 
be opened by the completion of their great canal. 
The District would then probably have a consi- 
derable commerce, and it struck him that the 
capital, limited as it was in the bill, was not too 
large. Mr. R. explained that the stock of this 
bank was originally $500,000, but it had been 
lessened by taking it in payment of debts due it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that, as this was a test 
question, he would ask for the yeas and nays on it. 
They were accordingly ordered. 

After some remarks from Mr. WILLIAMS, 

Mr. HUBBARD said he was sorry when the 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. Roane] so strenv- 
Ously opposed the amendment. It was certainly 
a new thing to hin for a corporation to purchase 
in its own stock. All the object of the Senator 
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from Pennsylvania was to limit the capital to what 
is now used in the practical operations of the insti- 
tution; and all he wanted was to have the second 
gecuon so amended as to produce that result. 
Should it hereafier happen, either from a discon- 
unnance of other banks, or from the increased 

iness of the District, that raore capita! can be 
usefully employed, Congress would no doubt autho- 
rize the necessary increase. ‘The Senator from Con- 
necticut (Mr. Niie-} had quoted from the report 
wees 


nade in the House of Representatives, showing 
gross miscondnet on the part of these banks. Bat 
he Senator might have found a report emanating 
from a commiite this body which gave a very 
different character to these institutions. That 
report showed what was the cause of the suspen- 


ions that had been so much censured, and the 
conduct of the banks under it. In short, the com- 
', alter the fullest invesugation, expressed the 
opipion that these banks were safe, sound, and 
vlvent, and oaghtio be rechartered. This opinion, 
lie believed, was that generaliy entertained by the 
ciuzens of this District. Mr. H. spoke very favor- 


ably of the conduct of the Bank of Washington in 


tee 


ecie payments, aud said that this bank at least 

as not hable to the censures that had been cast 
on the banks of the District. 

Mr. KING said he was a member of this com- 


mittee, and the, together with others of the same 


committee had given the subject a thorough examina- 
much prejudiced 
against these institutions, froin reasons which he 
ha’ heard, and consequently, had taken particalar 
care to see whether any political or other impro- 
per influence had been made to operate on these 
banks, and so faras he was concerned, he would 
lake upon himself to assert unequivocally, that no 
uch motives could be found. 


hom. At the time he was 


The directors and 
others concerned took every step to satisfy the com- 
mittee in relation to their business at the time of 
tue temporary suspension alluded to by the Senator 
from Connecticut, He thought that gentleman must 
be entirely mistaken, when he said;that these banks 
were purchasing up their own notes at a discount; 
on the contrary, he thought it would be seen, that 
they were endeavoring to regulate their affairs in 
the best manner for the interests of the stockhold- 
ers,and that when their notes were at a discount 
iney had taken the pains to assure the holders of 
them, that their condition was safe. 

Mr. K. also apprehended that the Senator was 
equally mistaken in relation to the stock said to 
have been purchased up. He might be wrong, but 
he thought it would be found, that in relation to 
that matter, thatindividuals in debt to the banks, 
had agreed that the banks should take their stock 
ia payment of their debt, at par value, and thus it 
was that their capital in many instances had been 
reduced. 

Mr. K. went much in detail in relation to all the 
matters connected with the bill, and said he believed 
it prepared with much caution, and to be as well 
guarded as any otherin the country. He express- 
ed a wish that the Senate wonld take up the bill, 
with a view to aid the people of this unfortunate 
district in their present embarrassment, and not per- 
mut their minds to be improperly prejudiced against 
these mstitutions. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that so far as he 
was concerned, this bill should either pass to-day, 
or be rejected. He did not wish the subject delay- 
ed. Every Senator understood the subject, and he 
hould therefore limit himself te effering a few 
amendments, and explaining their object. The 
Senaior from New Hampshire thought they had 
better preserve the second section. 
otherwise. 


tle thought 
it provided for new stock, and he 
wanted the old stock and the old stockholders to 
remain as they now were, and to prohibit them 
trom going beyond it. The stock was now $334,000, 
and he moved to make it $335,000. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WEBSTER 
and WILLIAMS— 

Mr BUCHANAN said he should not reply to 
the remarks of the Senator from Marviand, farther 
than to say thathe thought thatif he would institute 
a comparison between the banking capital of any 
Siate m the Union and that in this District, when 

wil have three millions of dollars, he will 





free from it. That investigation had resulted in 
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find a difference of more than forty per cent. 
Mr. B. did most solemnly believe that the banking 
capital of this District was already too large. The 
banks themselves had found that the amount they 
held would not be profitable, and therefore they 
took it in, in payment of debts due taem. He was 
| willing to take them as they now were; to give them 
the capitals which they bad fixed upon themselves; 
and if there should be an increase of business in 
this District, a state of things which no man wished 
to see more than himself, then it would be time for 
Congress to increase their capitals, as it no doubt 
would. Besides, though he was not about to con- 
| demn these banks, he did not think their conduct 
| had been such as to give them any claims for an 
increase of stock. As to the Patriotic Bank, he 
would have no objection to giving them a capital of 
; $200,000. But he would be unwilling to go be- 
| youd that amount, or to give to a population of the 
size of that comprised within this District, a bank- 
| ing capital of three millions of doilars. 

Mr. MERRICK advocated the renewal of the 

| charters of the several banks. He thought the 
amount of capital asked for was not too much for 
the business concerns of this great and growing 
District. Itdid not, in his opinion, bear a come 
parison with that employed in other parts of the 
Union of like population and business. It was to 
be recollected that in this District there were three 
growing cities, the commerce and inland trade of 
two of which, Georgetown and Alexandria, were 
greatly on the increase ; and when he looked for- 
ward to the works of internal improvement which 
in a few years would be finished, there would bea 
still greater demand for bank capital. The whole 
subject in relation to these banks had been so fully 
and so fairly set before the Senate by the Senator 
from Alabama [Mr. Kina] as to leave little more 
to be said by Mr. M. He concladed by expressing 
a hope that the wishes of the people might be 
acceded to. 

Mr. DAVIS spoke generally in favor of the re- 
newal of these charters, and went at large into the 
practice of banking, as pursued in his own State. 
With regard tothe details of the bill, and the 
amount of capital necessary, it would depend on 
the amount of business. He thought ita much 
greater injury to have the capital too small than 
too large; a small amount of capital to do a Jarge 
business would give a monopoly to the few. So far 
as his experience went, he thought the safer and 

best mode to pursue, to secure all the benefits of 
banking toa community, was a large amount of 
capital vested in several institutions, in which case 
competition was excited, and each one stood on its 
good behavior. In his State experience had justi- 
fied making a number of bamks rather than crea- 
ling one with an immense amountof capital. Mr. 
D. contended that banks could have no mouve 
to purchase up their own stock, as had been sug- 
gested by the Senator from Connecticut. 
After some remarks from Mr. HUBBARD, 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was willing to ac- 
commodate the Senator from New Hampshire, 
and therefore he would modify his motion, so as to 
leave the second section in the bill, and to amend 
it by making the capital.of this bank $335,000, to 
be divided into 16,750 shares, of $20 dollars each, 
instead of a capital of $500,000, divided into 
25,000 shares of the same amount. 

Mr. SOUTHARD said that he was a member 
of the same committee with the Senator from Aila- 
bama, and well recollected the care with which 
the whole matter was looked into by every member 

of that committee, many of whom were deep- 
ly prejudiced, and none he believed entirely 


the full and entire conviction that there was no 
just ground of censure, either as to political mo- 
lives, or any intention on the part of the stock- 
holders or agents of the banks to defraud or injure 
the public; that if there were any faults they were 
those only common to pecuniary men. In the 
eourse of the debate allusions had been made to 
all the banks applying at the same time for their 
charters. This was not the fault of the institutions, 
but the willof Congress thatdesired to so place them 
that the charters should expire at the same time. 
» Mr. S. found nothing to condem in the practice 








of the banks taking their ownstock. Individuals 
that wanted money sometimes pledged it as cola. 
teral security, in aid of other securities for the ac. 
commodations they wanted, and failing to pay 
their notes the bank took the stock. 

Mr. S. thought the amount of capital asked {o; 
not too large; there were two banks in Alexandria 
and two in Georgetown, whose capital was scarce. 
ly adequate for the accummodation necessary to 
the wants of the increased business, the growing 
commerce, and inland trade of those two thriving 
and flourishing towns. Mr. S. had heard a bank 
in this city condemned because it was a specie. 
paying bank. There was, to his mind, a strange 
inconsistency on the partof certain Senators in rela- 
tion to these matters. At one time the banks were 
denounced en masse as swindling, fraudulent con- 
cerns; since which, the banks of New York had 
contracted their circulation, and became specie- 
paying banks, and were lauded to the skies as wor- 
thy of all imitation, while the Bank of Washington 
in this city, which had pursued the same plan, and 
by prudently curtailing its circulation, was enabled 
to redeem its notes, is denounced as the most cul- 
pable of all, and we have been tcld that the Senate 
was not to be “bamboozled” by such a pretension. 
“Bamboozled,” he did not know the meaning of the 
word, unless from the sense in which it had been 
applied; nor did he know from what lexicographer 
it was derived. 

Mr. BENTON observed, in reply, that he had 
an authority before him which might be servicea- 
ble on the present occasion, and he saw no reason 
why he should not use it; especially when by 
doing so he could enlighten a member of that 
body. Whenever he could speak from a book he 
liked to do it; and if he did not speak like a book, 
he was always glad to speak from one. The Sena- 
tor from New Jersey (Mr. SourHarp] had taken 
notice of a word which he [Mr. P.] used three 
times yesterday, with a full knowledge of its mean- 
ing, and with a knowledge, also, that it was to be 
fonnd in the best authors in the English Janguage. 
As the Senator professed not to know the meaning 
of the word, he would read for his information the 
definition of it in Johnson’s Dictionary. Mr. B. 
then read : 

“« Bamboozle, v. a. to deceive, to impose upon, to 
confound.” 

Then, said Mr. B. there is appended to this defi- 
nition an illustration, taken from Dr. Arbuthnot, 
who, though a very able and celebrated writer, 
was nota voluminous one. The illustration was 
somewhat curious, and perhaps susceptible of pre- 
sent application ; it was in these words : 

“ After Nich. had bamboozled about the money, John 
called for the counters.” 

Then, said Mr. B. after the verb active, is the sub- 
stantive, ‘a bamboozler,” defined as ‘“‘a tricky fel- 
low, a cheat;” and the illustration from the same 
author is: “there are a set of fellows called banterers 
and bamboozlers that play such tricks.” 

Yes, sir, said Mr. B. “Nick” has bamboozled us 
about the money to some purpose, and when a 
“set of fellows played such tricks” as to pretend to 
pay specie for their notes while they had no netes 
in circulation, it was not out of the way to call 
them “‘bamboozlers.” When he used the word 
yesterday, he meant it to imply that a deception 
had been practised—the thing which was not. He 
used it in reference to a bank which purported to 
pay specie for its notes whie it had none in circu- 
Jation; and he should, as an officer of the Govern- 
ment, acting under the deposite law, or as a legis- 
lator, tellany bank which came before him repre- 
senting itself as a specie-paying bank, while it had 
no notes out to pay, that it did not tell the truth; he 
should let it know that it was a “bamboozler,” 
whether its name was “Nick” or not. As to the 
trifling amount of the notes of this bank which the 
Senator from New Jersey represented its books 
show as outstanding, he presumed that it was the 
small amount which had been lost in the hands of 
the draymen and the washerwomen, and were 
never to come in at all; being so fara clear gain 
to the bank. He spoke to a Senate which had been 
five months in existence, and he asked of its mem- 
bers if they ever saw any of the notes of this bank? 
Our checks, said he, go to it every day, and I 
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should have been glad to have got their notes, as 
they purported to pay specie for them. The gea- 
tieman from Massachusetts opposite him, [Mr. 
Davis,] yesterday, in speaking of the assumption 
by this bank that it paid specie, without indeed 
calling it a case of “bamboozlement,” admitted that 
it was a case of “humbuggery.” Yes, sur, it is the 
worst species of humbuggery. He took his ground 
yesterday, and stated that he preferred the bank 
which paid out its own noies, though it did 
not pay specie, to a bank which purported 
to pay specie, while it had no notes iu cir- 
culation, and paid out the irredeemable notes 
of other banks. He preferred the bank which 
did not become the conductor of the notes of 
others, by which he knew that he could sue them if 
they did not meet their responsibilities. He hoped 
he should hear no mere remarks on this subject. 
Several gentlemen had represented him as not be- 
ing contented with the banks which did not redeem 
their notes, and at the same time dissatisfied with 
those that did pay. He hoped gentiemen 
would not continue to represent him in this point 
of view. He wished all who read what was said 
here, to understand him as alluding to banks which 
represented themselves as specie paying banks, 
while they did not and could not pay specie, be- 
cause they had taken care to have no notes out. 
The Senator from New Jersey, in alluding to the 
testimony cited by the Senator from Connecticut, 
{Mr. Nites] meets it by general encomiums on 
the conduct of these banks at an anterior period. 
What became of these general encomiums when 
there were specific charges of misconduct that had 
been admitted? There was the sworn testimony of 
the directors of these banks themselves, in which 
these charges were substantiated. Every gentleman 
knew what the law was in reference to persons 
who, having secret knowledge inaccessible to the 


rest of the community, went out and made pur- | 


chases ata profit. Here were bank directors by 
whose resolves the bank stops, and by whose re- 
solves the bank resumes again; they had the game 
in their own hands; they depress by suspension of 
payment the value of the notes and stock, and then 
buy it up, and having bought it, resume payment 
and raise it again. And here, he would observe, they 
put themselves in the situaiion of those who, hav- 
lug secret knowledge not possessed by the cemmu- 
nity at large, went out and made their purchases at 


a large prefit, and in which there was no court of 


equity that would not set aside the sales. Now, he 
said, they were called on not only to sanction the 
purchases thus made, but to reward them. ‘Take, 
for example, the testimony of one of these direc- 
tors—William Jewell, director of the Farmers and 
Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, sworn to by him- 
self. He says: ‘The bank failed during my ab- 
sence in Baltimore, and on my return I told Mr. 
William W. Corcoran that [ wished to purchase 
iis stock,” &c. [The testimony went on to say 
that Mr. Corcoran informed him of a widow lady 
who had $15,000 worth ef stock, and that he pur- 
chased it through Mr. Corcoran’s agency, giving 
her Georgetown property for it assessed at $8,000. } 

Here, said Mr. B. was the direcior’s own siory, 
and sworn to by him. Let the widow, said Mr. B. 
go before any courtof equity, and carry nothing but 
this piece of paper, and the judge will set aside the 
sale, because the purchaser not ouly had secret 
knowledge of the value of this stock, unknown to 
the seller, but he could raise and depress it at his 
pleasure. Mr. B. said he had never yet seen a bank 
established, but it came in advance with a host of 
widows and orphans petitioning for its charter, 
and yet, in the end, these widows and orphans were 
the first to be fleeced. Every part of banking was 
profitable, and none more so than the explosion, 
when the widow and the orphan and the laborer 
became the prey of the more sharp sighted specula- 
tor. He, Mr. B. was astonished at the efforis made 
on that floor tocrush the evidence made by the 
directors of these banks themselves, and to coun- 
teract it by general evidence in their faver, made 
at an anterior period. The Senator from Con- 
necticut said that there was evidence here to show 
that these banks, during the time of suspension and 
depreciation of their netes, put out more notes to 
be shaved back again into bank; and here, said 


Mr. B. is the oath of a director to prove it, sup- 
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poried by the resolve of the bank, under which the 
issue Was authorized. Here was a piece of con- 
duct on a par with that by which the widow's stock 
was taken from her at half its value; and, if he 
were the chancellor that the case came before, the 
widow should have her property back again in as 
short atime as it would take to make a decree. 
The sworn testimony ol Mr. Todd, one of the di- 
rectors, showed that, at the time hi& bank stopped, 
ils notes were put out by a resolve of the bank to 
be shaved back again. 

{Mr. B. here read the testimony. ] 

‘Thus it would be seen that one of these banks, 
the very day after it stopped, agreed to gives iis 
notes to its depositors; and the notes being thus 
given out, were purchased up by Mr. Prout, a 
broker. 

{Mr. B. then read the testimony of Mr. Prout, 
showing the prices at which he bought stock and 
notes, viz: 59 and 75 cents in the dollar, and that be 
purchased notes to the amount of $80,000, which 
he soid again at 2 small profit. ] 

Sir. said Mr. Lb. I was here at the time, and know 
how these notes were depreciated, and how the 
holders had to sacrifice them; how they were got 
out of the hands of the timid, the helpless, and the 
ignorant, athali their value. Mr. Prout said that 
he made frequent sales of the notes he purchased 
to the directors of these banks, by whose resolves 
they had become depreciated; among whom were 
William A. Bradley, president of the Patriotic 
Bank, and Raphael Semmes, a director of the 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown. 
To some of these gentlemen he seld such notes, and 
took in payment their promissory notes, at long 
dates. He further said that Mr. Clement Smith, 
president of the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of 
Georgetown, and Mr. Wm. A. Bradley, president 
of the Bank of Washington, offered to exchange 
property with him for any amount of these notes 
he could get. There was a good deal of other tes- 
timony in this volume, which he would not now 
take up the time of the Senate to read. He would, 
however, advert to the letier of the officer who 
made payment to the hands employed at Harper’s 
Ferry. This officer, having a draft on the Far- 
mer’s and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, re- 
ceived of that bank the amount necessary to make 
his payment, in its own notes, and went straight up 
to Harper’s Ferry for that purpose. He was to 
have paid the money out on Saturday; bat in con- 
sequence of the pay rolls not being prepared, he 
could not make his payments on that day; and on 
Sunday, the news arrived that the bank had stopped. 
Without that intervention, this worthless money 
would have been paid out to the men whose arms 
were employed from sunrise to sunset, and whose 
wives and children were waiting for the proceeds 
of their labor. So far as the bank was concerned, 
the fraud was consummated. It gave out this mo- 
ney with a full knowledge that it would stop pay- 
ment, and that it was to be paid out to those who 
earned their bread with the sweat of their brows— 
men whose arms were going from morning till 
night. It was an attempt to rob men whose wives 
and children depended on their daily labor. Are 
we, asked Mr. B. to stand here and give rewards for 
conduct such as this? conduct which is punished in 
every court of justice in the civilized world? If 
so, there should at least be heard some voices 
against it, invoking the attention of the American 
people to what they were doing. 

The immediate question before the Senate was 
as to the increase of the capital of these banks. 
He cared little about it. There was already more 
capital here—moonshine—than could be used. 
Read the report of the committee of the House of 
Representatives, and you will find, Mr. B. said, 
that the capital of these banks has literally rotted 
down, and you are now asked to increase it. 

It was a case in which a capital of a million 
more or less made no difference. It was in a Dis- 
trict which had neither commerce, manufactures, 
nor agriculture, and in which the I’ederal Govern- 
ment poured out its money as bountifully as the 
rain from heaven; and, therefore, there was no 
need for a banking capital. The charter provided 
that for every dollar of specie paid in, the banks 
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may issue four dollars of circulauion; 
they might issue eight millions under their present 
capitals, and vet gentlemen wante d to give them 
the power to Issue more. Mr 3B 
a caiculation to show the q cirenlauon 
estimated by writers on pol economy to be 
necessary for a given population, and to show that 
the present capitals of the banks were much too 
large for the wants of a population of the size ot 
that of this Distriet. 

There was no possible way, he said, in wineh 


they 


therefore, 


. aa = 
here entered into 


lantity of 


could profitably employ or consame the 
amount of these capitals. [f Tlend my money, 
said he, Lam to get six per cent. lawfal interest | 
it; but these banks, for every silver dollar they 


have, may lend out four, and thus draw twenty- 
four per cent. interest; and yet it is sand! 


Hat it ts 
not enough. L[ now, said Mr. B ce the pos ton 
otf which I spoke me time ; na that is, t 
maintain that the banking system the Unite 
States is the most unsolid and the most delusive i 


the world, and that nowhere the United States is 
it more nnsolid and more delusive than in this Dis- 
trict. He meant to offer some amendinents to this 
bill to make ita little safer for the community, and 
he would bring them forward at the proper time. 
For the present, he merely rose for the purpose of 
illuminating the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. 
SourTwarpD) as to the meaning of the 
boozle,” I 


word “bam- 
and to help out his friend from Connecti- 
cut, [Mr. Nivvs,} who, by the way, seldom needed 
helping out, by explatming that the testimony which 
he read was the sworn tesumony of these bank 
directors themselves, and nat to be invalidated by 
general testimony given long vetore. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said that, having been up 
the committee which reported the bill under con 
deration, he felt it due to himself to say that he was 
opposed to the renewal of the charters of the bank 
in the District of Columbia, for the reasows that the 
corporators, having enjoyed the benefits of the pri- 
vileges conferred upon them during the periods tor 
which the charters were granted, they ought now to 
wind ap their concerns, collect and pay their debts, 
and divide what may remain among their stock- 
holders; and, if there be any benefits resulung trom 
such charters, allow others the privilege of partici- 
pating in those benefits. Why should the stock- 
holders of these banks have a monopoly of all the 
banking privileges in the District? Ate not others 
as wellentitled to such privileges as the stockhold 
in these banks?) Most of these banks have ex- 
isied more than twenty years, and it would seem 
that the persons interested in them have had 
their full share of privileges; but, be that 
as it may, they have enjoyed the benefits con- 
ferred upon them for the period for which the 
charters were granted; and now that the charters 
are about to expire, why should these corporators 
have a preference for the coming twenty years? 
Have they any claim to an extension? They have 
already had the benefit of the full term agreed on, 
and cannot complain if Congress should 
proper not to renew or extend their charters. 

Butaside from this consideration, he contended that 
good policy and the best interest of all concerned, 
require that corporations should enjoy all the bene- 
fits conferred upon them by their charters for the 
term for which they are granted; and when that 
term shall expire, no claim for a renewal shail be 
recognized. Ii a charter be beneficial, the granters 
will thus have all that was proposed or grant- 
ed to them; and there is no claim on their 
part for a continuance of the monopoly 
Oihers have as high and stronger claims than 
they to future participation of the favors 
of Governmen!; besides, it wiil, in most cases, prove 
better for the public, and more for the interest of the 
corporations, that their affairs shal! be settled up 
and their concerns closed at the prescribed expira- 
tion of their charters, than to anticipate or realize 
renewals of them for indefinite periods. There 
must be a day of settlement, and, if it be well un- 
derstood that bank charters are not to be renewed, 
such settlements will be seasonably provided for, 
and there will be less inconvenience and loss than 
would follow from the uncertainty whether or not 
a renewal could be obtained. Ii theexisting banks 
require more time ‘o collect theit debts and to close 
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reasonable for those objects, but nothing more. 

But the application of these banks for renewal 
and extension of their charters, is made under cir- 
cumstances that, in his judgment, forbade the grant- 
ing Of them. These banks have suspended specie 
payments; and shall s, by renewing their 
charters, Sanction this state of things? It is alleged 
that Uus suspension is not the result of any mis- 
management peculiar to those banks, but the conse- 
quence of a general suspension throughout the 
country; and that it would be vain to expect that 
they could pay, when all others failed to pay; and 
there is much reason to believe iu; but sull 


Congres 


the question recars, shall Congress set an ex- 
ample to the country to recharter banks which 
do not pay their bills on presentment? He thought 
not; but a majority of the committee were 


disposed to renew these charters upon the terms 
nd conditions preseribed in the bill reported; and 
| this be proper, the bill contains many provisions 
tending to secure the public against loss from any 
future operauions of 
amendments as he trusted would be made, will go 

‘ry far to prevent future suspensions, and Joss to 
creditors of these snstituuons. 

in regard to the amendment proposed by the Se- 
nator from Pennsylvania, he should vote for it, be- 
cause it reduces the capital to the actual capital 
now used. He could see no reason for granting more 
than the bank finds it useful to operate upon, and 


if more capital shall hereafter be required, it 
may be granted to this institution, or to such 
thers as Congress may be disposed to give it. 


lt was not pretended before the committee that 
more banking capital is required for the business of 
the District than isnow used by the existing banks, 
and it will be ume enough to increase it when the 
business of the Dustrict shall demand it. As to 
hanks owning, or purchasing in, their own stock, it 
s wrongin principle. Ifa bank may own part of 
ts own capital, it may own the whole of it, and 
then the public have no security for its proper 
management. will have withdrawn 
thei capital and credit, and creditors will have what 
remains and nothing more. Whenever a bank shall 
meet with losses, it may be considered expedient for 
every stockholder to sell his stock to the bank, and 
leave the corporation to satisfy its creditors as the 
remaining means will warrant. 

The question was then taken on Mr. BUCHA- 
NAN’S amendment; and it was carried: yeas 29, 
nays 12, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Ala. Clayton, Cuthbert, Falton, 
Hiubbard, King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of Conn. Trotter, Wall, 
White, Williams, Wright, Young—29. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Crittenden, Davis, Merrick, 
Roane, Robbins, Sevier, Smith, of Ind. Seuthard, 
Spence, Swift, Tipton, Webster—12. 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to further amend the 
bill, by inserting in the 29th section, after the word 
‘circulation,” the words, ‘“‘and private deposites,” 
the effect of which is to compel the banks to keep 
on hand an amount of coin equal to one-fourth of 
their private deposites, as well as of their circula- 
tion asin the bill. 

Mr. BENTON observed that the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Pennsylvania, touched 
a point which had occupied the attention of the most 


Stockholders 


able financiers and political economists, beth is this | 


country and Europe. ‘The subject had been be- 
fore the House of Commons in England, and the 
worn opinion of the present Governor of the Bank 
1 England, as well as thatof many men of emi- 
nence, had been taken on it. The document con- 
taining this information he had at home, and as 
he wished to use it, he would at this stage of the 
business move an adjournment. 


Mr. NILES spoke in favor of the amendment, | 


but said that he thought it did not go far enough. 
lle proposed to add to ita proviso, to make the 
presidents and directors of the banks for the time 
being hable in their individual capacities to the 
holders of their bills, uf they failed to contorm to the 
provisions mm this amendment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN declined accepting the modi- 
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their concerns, give to them as much as may be || fication proposed by the Senator from Connecti-ut; 


these banks, and with such ! 





'| but observed that the gentleman could offer it asa 





separate amendment, after the question was taken 
on his, should it prevail. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

The Senate the adjouraed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, May 12, 1838. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana was announced 
as having been appointed on the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the decease of Mr. Law er. 

ALLEGHANY RIVER. 

The motion made some time since by Mr. MER- 
CER, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
to print 1500 extra copies of the report of the sur- 
vey of the Alleghany river, was taken up as the 
first business in order, and, on the question of con- 
curring therein, the vote was—ayes 46, noes 52: 
no quorum. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio hoped the busi- 
ness of the House would not be arrested by this 
matter, and he therefore moved to postpone it till 
Monday. 

Mr. MERCER had rather it be not postponed, 
as the object was one of a very important charac- 
ter, and the expense involved was but trifling. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO would vote for it if it would 
facilitate the work, but he was at a loss to perceive 
how the printing of 1500 extra copies of this work 
could effect the removal of a single stone. 

Mr. MERCER and Mr. WHITTLESEY made 
a brief statement of the importance of the work, 
when the latter gentleman withdrew his motion. 

Mr. POTTER said there has been no more im- 
portant survey made for years under the orders of 
the National Government, than that of the Alle- 
ghany river; and the question now is, shall there be 
1,500 copies of the report, chart, &c. published for 
information. The interests of various States are 
deeply involved in the navigation of this stream. 
lis first point of navigation for rafts, is in the State of 
New York; nay steamboats have occasionally gone 
to Olean point, and now weekly ascend from Pitts- 
g to Warren, in Pennsylvania. The head waters 
of this stream penetrate into Western Pennsylvania 
and New York, and passthrough a country abound- 
ing in the finest lumber in the world. At present, 
with all the difficulties that environ this navigation, 
the lumber of the Alleghany supplies that portion 
of the western prairie country, and the cities on the 
Ohio, Mississippi and Missouri, with this impor- 
tant and indispensable article. At St. Louis and 
Natchez, you will find the lumber yards supplied 
from the section of country through which this 
stream flows. In this point of view, the improve- 
ment is one of a national character: it is not con- 
fined to one or two States, but to numerous States. 
At present, the internal improvements of Pennsyl- 
vania connect this stream by canals and railroads 
with the Atlantic seaboard; and have commenced 
a work at Franklin, in Venango county, to connect 
it by a canal with Lake Erie. Thus that vast re- 
gion of country, bordering upon the great inland 
seas, will, in fact, be supplied with the merchandise 
of the Atlantic seaboard through this channel, 
and the products of that rapidly improving coun- 
try, conveyed to a market. View the vast region 
arcund the lakes, the accumulating population, 
the extent of navigation and coast, and the magni- 
tude and importance of this improvement cannot 
fail to strike the mind of every reflecting indivi- 
dual. Nay, itis but a continuance of the naviga- 
tion of the Ohio for some three or four hundred 
miles further up a tributary stream. The officers 
of the Government, under the authority of Con- 
gress, have made this survey, have perfected a chart. 
Why was this done? To collect and embody cor- 
rect information touching a great and leading 
avenue of trade; to furnish accurate data, relative 
to one of the means of transporting arms, ammuni- 
tion, &e. to be used in defending our country, if 
another struggle should arise with Great Britain. 
Now when the service has been performed, when 
the information has been collected, and the data 
ascertained, are we to render the whole action nu- 
gatory, by closing the shell like the oyster, and 
w.thholding the information from those interested. 






























































































What is it the House is asked todo? To print fif- 
teen hundred extra copies of the report, &e. For 
whom and for what? For the people. Who is 
prepared to withho!d it, and on what principle? 
The State which I have the honor in part to repre- 
sent, has, with her own means, completed a magni- 
cient plan of improvements, which she is rapidly 
extending to every portion ofthe State. She asks. 
no aid from this Government to her own works, 
but correct and accurate information touching 
any stream flowing through her territory ‘sof im- 
portance. Her people are willing te acquire know- 
ledge from any source. As it has been attained, 
why not furnish it? 

Mr. FILLMORE admitted the importance of 
the work, but not to the extent stated by the gentle. 
men who tad preceded him, especially as to the 
difference of time in the opening of spring naviga-. 
tion. He was in favor of printing the extra num-- 
ber of copies. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE understood the usual num- 
ber of copies had already been printed He inquired 
if this was the fact. 

Mr. MERCER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE regarded the motion as 
nothing more than a covert attempt to pledge the 
House to a revival of the system of internal im- 
provements by the Federal Government; for when 
the propositfen should come up, they would be told 
that Congress had pledged itself for the work, by 
ordering the extra number of copies. He hoped, 
therefore, that the motion to print would not prevail; 
and believing that something more than the printing 
was hereafter designed by it, he moved to lay the 
motion to print on the table. 

Mr. THOMAS called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. MERCER hoped his colleague, after cast- 
ing the reflections he had, would not persist in a 
motion which cut off the opportunity to reply. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE had cast reflections upon no 
one, but had referred to what he conscientiously 
believed would be the effect of the motion, and the 
design to which it would be used. He could not 
consent to withdraw his own motion. 

Mr. MERCER hoped then, under these circum- 
stances, his colleague’s motion would not prevail. 

The House refused to Jay it on the table—yeas 
69, nays 81, and the question again recurring on 
the motion to print— 

Mr. MERCER expressed his astonishment at 
the remark of his colleague, and disclaimed the 
existence of any covert design in the motion. Mr. 
M. then went into some details in reference to the 
importance of improving the Alleghany river, and 
adverted to the amount appropriated for works of 
internal improvement last year, to show there was 
no need of any secret design to revive that system. 

Mr. MARVIN controverted the position that the 
printing of an extra number of a document would 
be equivalent to, or have the effect of, pledging the 
faith of Congress to carry on the work. As to any 
covert design he denied it, for it was as open as it 
could be, from the presentation of a large number 
of petitions, and this motion coming from one of 
the standing committees of the House. As to “re- 
viving” the system, he did not know that it had 
been yet abandoned, and this work was of as na- 
tional a character as any the Government ever en- 
gaged in. The whole West was interested in it, 
for it was but an extension of the Ohio river itself, 
and such was its importance that he would have 
preferred a much larger number of copies. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio admitted that he 
was mistaken in the difference of time, thirty days, 
between’ the opening of the canal and the river. 

Mr. BIDDLE asked why it was that the people 
interested in this work should be deprived of an op- 
portunity of examining this report as well as their 
Representatives? Why should poor Pennsylvania 
be deprived of the benefit of such a work? In or- 
dering the committee to take charge of it, the 
House had some object in view. 

Mr. BEATTY said the subject had been so well 
sustained by others, that he should have contented 
himself with voting in favor of the printing of the 
report, &c. if it had not been for the observation of 
one of his colleagues, that those who represented 
those districts in Pennsylvania most deeply inte- 















































































































































































































































































